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Entertainment Booked for Annual Meeting March 20th
A well-known local gospel trio from Mount Vernon will be the featured group at the next Annual Meeting for
members of the Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative on Friday, March 20th at the Wayne City Unit
100 High School complex. The Gospel Messengers, consisting of father and sons, Bart, Dennis, & Daniel
Southerd will provide southern Gospel music after
the free meal in the gymnasium, prior to the business meeting. This family trio merges the most exciting material of yesteryear with youthful exuberance and hard-won musical maturity. Such an extraordinary combination makes for a uniquely uplifting experience for all who attend their concerts.
The Gospel Messengers embarked on their mission to spread The Gospel of Jesus Christ through
song in 2007. The boys were aged 9 and 6 at the
time. Since then they have polished their craft extensively and begun to make a their mark nationally. In
fact, they have had a song find itself on one of the
Gospel Music National Music Charts. Precise harmonies, professional grade live music, tasteful humor, and songs of inspiration encompass their on
stage presentation, which we think you will like.
We would like to also remind you that three board of director’s seats will be up for election at the Annual
Meeting. They are the seats currently held by Dale Harris (District #2), Andy Glover (District #3), and Rick
Marshall (District #6). Any member of the electric cooperative is eligible to pick-up a petition to run for a seat,
if they live in one of the three districts mentioned above. Petitions must be returned with signatures to the
cooperative office by February 4th. If you have any questions, call the cooperative at 842-2196. Dinner will
begin at 5:00pm on March 20th.

Check Your Thermostat—It Might Be on the Wrong Setting

Are you heating your home with an air source heat pump or geothermal system? Has your
heating bill suddenly spiked for no apparent reason, and seem higher than usual for this time
of year? Have you looked at your thermostat?
Maybe the temperature setting is higher than it
should be, making it run more often. Or, worse
yet, maybe your heat pump or geothermal unit
has accidentally been switched into “auxiliary
mode” or the “emergency heat” mode on your
thermostat. We encounter a handful of people
each winter who experience this issue, and we
are always happy to help them solve their high
usage problem. It is an honest mistake, that often happens when homeowners “switch” their
thermostat from the cooling mode to the heating
mode, but they move the switch too far, by accident. Notice the EMER is next to Heat setting.
As a result, your heat pump or geothermal unit begins running in the back-up heat mode,
which is often electric heat strips (like an electric furnace) unless you have propane back-up.
The electric heat strips are not very efficient at all and can really make your meter spin. The
result is a higher than normal electric bill for heating your house. Look at your thermostat.
Make sure it is set on the “Heat” mode and not “auxiliary” “emergency” or “back-up” which will
also appear on many thermostats.

Where Does Your Electricity Come From? Part 7

Over the past 6 months, we have shared with you many details about the electricity generation
portfolio of Wayne-White Electric Cooperative, as
a member-owner of Hoosier Energy. You can
look at the past six issues of the Newsletter. The
electricity we distribute to your home, farm, and
business is generated by a variety of sources,
placed on the grid, and ultimately distributed to
you. In fact, Wayne-White maintains over 3,300
miles of energized lines in the eleven counties we
serve. Our sources for generating electricity include hydro (water), natural gas, methane gas,
solar panels, wind turbines and coal. You can
read the detailed story about electricity generation by each of these resources in previous newsletters that are conveniently archived for you on
our website at www.WayneWhiteCoop.com
In our final story of our series about the electricity generation portfolio utilized by Wayne-White
Electric, as a member/owner of Hoosier Energy, we focus on the electricity generated by coal
at our Merom generating plant. In recent years, the coal-fired station at Ratts was retired and
closed. That was accomplished as a result of all the other sources of electricity generation that
we now have at our disposal, which has been discussed over the past six Newsletters. At full
operation, the Merom coal-fired plant can generate 1,000-megawatts of electricity, enough to
meet the needs of more than 330,000 homes. Learn all the facts about this part of our energy
portfolio on the next two pages of the newsletter, and watch the available video on YouTube.

Merom Generating Station

Merom Generating Station in Sullivan County

HOOSIER ENERGY’S MEROM
GENERATING STATION IN
SULLIVAN COUNTY PROVIDES
DEPENDABLE, LOW-COST POWER
FOR 18 MEMBER DISTRIBUTION
INDIANA
COOPERATIVES IN CENTRAL AND
SOUTHERN INDIANA AND
SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS.

federal standards. These systems are often
installed at a cost below the industry average,
saving our consumers money.

Merom Generating Station is Hoosier Energy’s
largest power plant, capable of producing nearly
1,000 megawatts of electricity, equivalent to
approximately 330,000 homes powered for
one hour.

Merom’s two generating units use up to 10,000
tons of coal a day from southwestern Indiana
mines. To provide cooling water for the plant’s
operation, Hoosier Energy developed the adjacent
1,550-acre Turtle Creek Reservoir. The reservoir is
a popular destination for fishing and waterfowl
hunting. It’s also the site of an education center
where students, teachers and other groups have
been studying energy, the environment and
science. The facility also provides environmental
education offerings to member cooperatives.

The coal-fired power plant is equipped to minimize
air pollutants when the coal is burned. This
initiative is to improve the quality of air in the
communities we serve. Hoosier Energy proactively
installs air quality controls that meet or exceed

Hoosier Energy continually works to efficiently
deliver affordable, reliable and safe energy to our
member consumers.

Over the past 35 years, Hoosier Energy has
reduced air pollutants by 96 percent while
increasing the mix of energy resources. A
balanced energy mix of coal, natural gas, landfill
gas and other renewables are now provided to our
member consumers.
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Merom Generating Station
Learn how Coal is Converted into Electrical Energy
Visit Hoosier Energy’s YouTube page “My Hoosier Energy” to find a video explaining how the Merom
Generating Station works. Search for “Merom Tour - 2018 update” to find the video.
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The WORKS Program is Working for many Families in Need
WORKS is an acronym for Wayne-White Operation Roundup Kare and
Share. WORKS is a charitable foundation established by the Board of
Directors of Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative to give the membership an opportunity to "pool their resources" for charitable purposes. These nickels, dimes, and quarters can go a long way towards helping people and organizations requesting assistance.
WORKS is funded each month by cooperative members who voluntarily
agree to "round up" their electric bills to the highest dollar. The difference
between their bill and the rounded up amount is contributed to the
WORKS foundation. For example, if your electric bill is $63.47, it would
be rounded up to $64.00, with .53 cents being contributed directly to the
WORKS foundation. The most anyone would possibly contribute in a calendar year is $11.88 (.99 cents
x 12 months) but it is usually less. WORKS can turn your coins into change that helps others.
The foundation is governed by a Board of Directors that is separate from the Wayne-White Board of Directors. The WORKS Board member will review grant applications and determine where the funds will
be expended.

Who is eligible to apply for a Grant?

Grants are available for both individuals in need and for 501(c)3 organizations. The purpose of the program is to meet a critical need that is currently not being met by any other means. Grants are limited to
$2,500 for individuals and $10,000 for any family, group, charity, foundation, corporation, partnership,
joint venture, association or other entity.

How does a person or organization apply for a grant?

Grant applications are available from any WORKS board member or at the office of Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative and can also be found online at www.WayneWhiteCoop.com
When an application is completed and returned to Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative, it is copied and mailed to each board member for review. The WORKS board will be meeting in March, June,
September, and December to review applications that have been submitted.
Following a review of applications, the board will determine what grants will be approved for payment
and in what amount. For grants approved by the board, a check will be issued to the recipient or the
designated debtor within one week of approval by the board.

What are some examples of needs the board will consider?
Some examples of grants made by WORKS have included people whose homes have been burned by
fire or been destroyed by a tornado, equipment for fire departments, wheelchair lifts for vans, and medical hardships. Funds cannot be used to pay Wayne-White electric bills.
We thank each of our members who are actively participating in the WORKS program. Your rounded up
change is making a difference. Total contributions to the WORKS program in 2019 totaled $52,419.00
with a total of $45,785.33 in grants dispersed. Since the
program’s inception in 2002, WORKS has generated
funds of $858,235.38 with $844,191.67 dispersed to those
in need.

Air Evac Lifeteam Continues to Expand Locations Across the Nation

Many members/customers of Wayne-White Electric
Cooperative are also members of Air Evac Lifeteam,
part of the AirMedCare Network, which provides air
ambulance service from 320 locations in 38 states. As
a Wayne-White member, you can sign-up for Air Evac
Lifeteam for just $5.00 per month, which is added to
your electric bill. This dependable air ambulance service can transport you or a family member to the
nearest appropriate hospital to provide care in a lifethreatening or limb-threatening emergency. You
have likely seen the helicopter bases in Mt Vernon
and Effingham.

With coverage like this, you have access to Air Evac
almost anywhere you might travel to. Since many
accidents happen away from home, this can give you
and your family peace of mind. A typical air ambulance flight could cost you well over $40,000 if you
paid for it outright. Your membership in Air Evac
Lifeteam for just $5.00 a month, picks up the cost of the air ambulance service for any amount not covered by health
insurance that you might have. Learn more details on our website or stop by our office to sign-up for Air-Evac Lifeteam
(AirMedCare Network).

Why is my Electric Bill Higher than my Neighbor’s Electric Bill?

Occasionally we will get phone calls from a cooperative member who is having a hard time determining why their electric bill is higher than their relative, or neighbor who lives down the road, on our electric lines. The truth is, there are SO
MANY FACTORS that determine the amount of your electric bill, so it is nearly impossible to compare your house and
your usage to another house on our co-op lines.
1. The source of heat could be different, including the size and age of the unit.
2. The square footage of the two houses is likely different. Ceiling height could be different too.
3. The number of doors and windows and the type & style of them, could be different (air leaks).
4. The amount of insulation in the walls, attic, and crawl space can be different
5. The thermostat setting could be different. You might be on 72, they might be on 70.
6. The number of people living in the two houses could be different = use more lights in more rooms.
7. Because of lifestyle, the amount of laundry and the amount and length of showers is different.
8. The size of water heater, use of a dehumidifier, space heater, and type of siding
could be different.
9. The amount of shade trees, amount of
sun, or wind break from trees could be
different.
10. The manner in which you use components such as TV’s, Computers, refrigerators,
is different.
In summary, no two houses are exactly the
same, so it is very difficult to compare one
house to another. During the heating season, you can make a significant difference on
your electric bill by simply adjusting your
thermostat by two degrees.

Turkey Sweet Potato Soup
• 2 medium sweet potatoes, peeled and cubed
• 2 cups water
• 2 teaspoons sodium-free chicken bouillon granules
• 1 can (14-3/4 ounces) cream-style corn
• 1 tablespoon minced fresh sage
• 1/4 teaspoon pepper
• 1 tablespoon cornstarch
• 1 cup 2% milk
• 2 cups cubed cooked turkey breast

French Beef Stew
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

3 medium potatoes, peeled and cubed
2 pounds beef stew meat
4 medium carrots, sliced
2 medium onions, sliced
3 celery ribs, sliced
2 cups tomato juice
1 cup water
1/3 cup quick-cooking tapioca
1 tablespoon sugar
1 tablespoon salt
1 teaspoon dried basil
1/2 teaspoon pepper
Place the potatoes in a greased 5-qt. slow cooker.
Top with the beef, carrots, onions and celery.
In a large bowl, combine the remaining ingredients. Pour over the vegetables.
Cover and cook on low for 9-10 hours or until
meat and vegetables are tender.

In a large saucepan, combine potatoes, water and
bouillon; bring to a boil. Reduce heat; cook,
covered, until potatoes are tender, 10-15
minutes.
Stir in corn, sage and pepper; heat through. In a
small bowl, mix cornstarch and milk until
smooth; stir into soup. Bring to a boil; cook
and stir until thickened, 1-2 minutes. Stir in
turkey; heat through.

