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  Higher Air-Conditioner Usage  Results in Higher Electric Bills 
Was your electric bill higher than expected for your July con-
sumption?  It is likely due to the use of your air-conditioner.  
During July, we had 29 days during which the high temperature 
in Fairfield was 85 degrees or higher.  In fact, during 17 of 
those days, the high temperature was 90 degrees or higher.   In 
addition, the humidity levels were horrible during many of the 
days in July, which has a direct impact on your air-conditioner. 
 
When humidity is high, it makes sense that A/C systems have 
to work harder to keep the home cool. If you are dealing with 
an older unit, inefficient unit, or a wrong-sized A/C system, it 
may not be able to handle the job properly. Your home may 
end up feeling warmer than it really is, because the air is hold-
ing extra moisture that is not being properly removed from 
your home. 
 

As a result, the system will be working longer and harder without providing the desired result. This adds wear 
and tear to the unit and can result in higher electric bills.  Also, be certain that you have changed the air fil-
ters regularly.  A clogged air filter in your A/C unit will also directly affect the performance level.  If you sus-
pect that your unit is too old, too inefficient, needs recharged, or perhaps is sized wrong for your home, we 
suggest talking to an HVAC professional for an air-conditioning check-up.    

 
   Cooperative Has Several Free Wooden Pallets to Give Away 
 
If you are looking for wooden pallets to use for a craft project, or other purpose, we have several pallets that  
have accumulated over the 
past few months.    They 
are FREE to anyone who 
can use them.   
 
If you are interested in any 
of the pallets, call and talk 
to Wes or Fred in our office 
at (618) 842-2196 to ar-
range a time to come and 
pick up what you want. 
 
There are a variety of sizes 
in the stack.  These are 
available on a first come, 
first-served basis, but we 
would prefer a phone call in 
advance before driving to 
the cooperative office. 



       Two New Employees Begin Duties at the Cooperative 
Wayne-White Electric Cooperative recently added two new employees, 
who both began their duties on July 17th. Landon Vaughan, was hired as 
the Assistant System Engineer. A native of McLeansboro, Vaughan is a grad-
uate of Hamilton County High School and also attended and graduated  
from SIU-Edwardsville, where he received his degree in Engineering. Lan-
don is a very good golfer, and placed 2nd in the IHSA State Golf Tourna-
ment during his Sophomore year. He also played on the Rend Lake College 
team that went to the Nationals. 

 
 
Colton Johnson, a native of Fairfield, was hired as a new lineman at the co-
operative. He is a military veteran, having served in the Air Force. He went 
to lineman school in Georgia, and has previously worked for the City of Fair-
field as a lineman before coming to Wayne-White. Among his hobbies, Col-
ton enjoys riding his side-by-side. This position became available following 
the recent retirement of another lineman.   
 

 



       Emphasize Safety During the Harvest Season 
As we move into the harvest season, we want to encourage everyone to exercise caution around 
farming vehicles and power 
lines.  Many combines, tractors, 
and wagons will be moving 
about on the rural roads.  These 
slower moving vehicles can be a 
danger if other drivers are not 
paying attention to the road in 
front of them.  In addition, the 
farmers also need to exercise 
caution, especially around pow-
er lines.  Be mindful of the 
height of your equipment, espe-
cially booms and augers.  Let’s 
make this a safe harvest season 
for everyone.  

 



How Can I know How Much Electricity I Am Using? 

Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative has a help-
ful tool that is available to all members/customers online 
that allows you to look at your electricity consumption at 
any time, in a variety of ways.  You can look at monthly 
consumption (right), daily consumption (below), and 
even hourly consumption (bottom).  Currently, we have 
over 5,000 of our members who have been using this 
free tool. 

This is done using “Smart Hub” which is free and can 
be signed up for through our website at WayneWhiteCoop.com.  There is also a Free “Smart Hub” app 
that is available for your Smart Phone, iPad, or Tablet.  With “Smart Hub,” you can easily look at your 
bill and pay your bill online anytime you desire, even before the due date, if desired.  Having easy ac-
cess to your energy consumption is a valuable tool.  You can look at the current month, past month, or 

go back in time and compare your electricity 
consumption from a year ago, if desired. 

The consumption (usage) data also includes 
a weather/temperature line intersecting with 
each hour of each day (indicated by the 
black line).  This makes it easy to see how 
the outside temperature affects your elec-
tricity consumption.  For example, on days 
when the temperature is the warmest during 
the month of August, your consumption 
graph might indicate 
increased electricity 
usage on those days 
due to your air-
conditioning in use.   

It also helps mem-
bers/customers identify higher electricity consuming appliances in their home 
such as a dehumidifier, old refrigerator (prior to 1993) and leisure/luxury items 
such as a hot tub or swimming pool.  By identifying when these are on, you can 
see the electricity consumed on that day or that hour.  Then, by the turning the items off, you can also 
identify the difference in consumption when they are not in use by accessing the consumption data on 
“Smart Hub.”  Download the Smart Phone version from the App Store or Google Play.  It is FREE. 



Overhead Lines versus Underground Lines:  The Pros & Cons  
 
There are two methods of installing the power lines that carry electricity to your home, 
overhead and underground. Wayne-White Electric Cooperative members sometimes 
ask why we use one versus the other, or 
more to the point, why all power lines are 
not installed using the underground con-
struction method. Isn’t one method better 
than the other? These are great ques-
tions, and the answer is that each method 
has its proper place and application. 
 
Overhead line construction starts with the 
setting of utility poles. Poles can be set in 
nearly any type of terrain, even rocky. In 
the case of heavy rock, special equipment 
is used to augur out the hole. If placement 
occurs in boggy or wet terrain, many tech-
niques are available to set poles securely. 
Once the poles are in place, wires can be 
strung and then equipment––like trans-
formers, breakers, fuses and reclosers-––
are installed. The Power can now flow. 
 
Underground line construction requires 
digging a trench that is deep enough to 
keep the lines well away from surface ac-
tivities. Where the terrain is extremely 
rocky, underground lines may not be an 
option. Next, wires are laid in the trench 
directly or placed in conduits for protec-
tion. The trench is filled in, and the surface 
is restored to its original condition. Pad 
mount transformers and additional equip-
ment are installed as needed, now the 
system is ready to deliver electricity.   
 
Let’s take a look at some the advantages 
and disadvantages of each construction 
method in the graphics at the right.  The 
major difference between the two options 
is the “cost” to build. That is precisely why 
our 3,300 miles of energized lines are not 
all installed underground. 
 
If you have additional questions about 
new electric service, moving your service 



          Even a Small Water Leak Can Cost You Money 
Do you have a water faucet that leaks?  How bad is the leak?  Does it drip once a second, perhaps more?  Ac-
cording to research by the U.S Department of Energy that was released by SafeElectricity.org, even a small 
drip in a faucet can cost you money.  Not only on the water bill cost alone, but the electric utility cost as well, 
because as water leaves your hot water tank, it will likely regenerate and use electricity more often. 

 

Water leaks also occur inside toilet stool tanks, although many go unnoticed.  If your stool runs longer than 
normal or you look inside the tank and see or hear water leaving the tank, in-between normal use, that water 
leak can also cost you money. 

 



 

Watermelon Salsa 

1/4 Personal sized seedless watermelon 
diced  

½ green bell pepper – diced small  
½ orange bell pepper – diced small  
½ cup chopped red onion  
15 sprigs of cilantro – chopped  
1 jalapeno - minced  
Juice of 1 lime  
1 teaspoon roasted cumin powder  
Salt to taste 
 
Put all the ingredients in a bowl and mix. 

Check for seasoning and adjust, if need-
ed. Serve with chips or as a side salad. 

 

Recipe Notes 
All the fruits and veggies can be chopped 
ahead of time and kept in the refrigerator. Be-
fore serving, mix everything, squeeze lime 
juice, season and enjoy. Use chili pepper of 
your choice – jalapeno, serrano or Thai chili. 

        Farmer’s Casserole 
• 3 cups frozen shredded hash brown pota-
toes 
• 3/4 cup shredded Monterey Jack cheese 
• 1 cup cubed fully cooked ham 
• 1/4 cup chopped green onions 
• 4 large eggs 
• 1 can (12 ounces) evaporated milk 
• 1/4 teaspoon pepper 
• 1/8 teaspoon salt 
 

Place potatoes in an 8-in. baking dish. 
Sprinkle with cheese, ham and onions. 
Whisk eggs, milk, pepper and salt; pour 
over all. Cover and refrigerate for several 
hours or overnight.  

 
Remove from refrigerator 30 minutes before 

baking. Preheat oven to 350°. Bake, un-
covered, until a knife inserted in the cen-
ter comes out clean, 55-60 minutes. 

 
NOTE:  Regular milk is a fine substitute for 
evaporated. 

This is a great casserole to make for gluten-free 
guests—no bread!  
 

 
 
  

 


