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Meet a Member:  Using Intelligence to Do Positive Things   
By Randy Olson 
Not too many of our Cooperative members can say that they hold a U.S. 
Patent.  In fact, it would be even more rare to find a member who was is-
sued a U.S. patent while still a student in high school.  John Maxfield is a 
Cooperative member who lives in Edwards County.  When Maxfield was a 
youngster, he was given an IQ test which indicated that he had a very high 
level of intelligence and cognitive ability to problem solve.   

That unique innate ability to problem-solve led Maxfield to design a way to 
trap and trace telephone calls back when he was in high school, which led 
to him receiving a U.S. patent for his achievement.  This involved the old 
electro-mechanical phones and was well before the modern caller ID which 
came along much later.  One of the calls he traced was a bomb threat call, 
which enabled Maxfield to collect some reward money.  News of his patent 
made the NY Times and several other newspapers.  

The patent he received over sixty years ago was the prelude to his sub-
sequent involvement with the FBI, working as a contractor to catch 
software hackers.  After growing up on the south side of Chicago, 
Maxfield originally founded his own telecom company that specialized 
in custom system designs.  Through a series of achievements and mak-
ing a name for himself, he was eventually asked to help solve a grow-
ing issue with the early computers made by Apple and others at that 
time.  It seems that software was very easy to hack into, copy, and pi-
rate in those days, and hackers were becoming plentiful across the 
nation. 

In essence, Maxfield found himself operating a private counter-
intelligence operation in Detroit during which he spent 18 months pre-
tending to be a hacker as an FBI contractor, designed to help catch the 
bad guys and slow down the flow of pirated software and other com-
puter hacking issues of that day in the early 1980’s.   

His skill set and success in this hacker prevention endeavor is well doc-
umented as Maxfield has been 
cited in several books which 
he showed me in his library, as 
well as major newspaper pub-
lications such as the front 
page of the USA Today in De-

cember of 1984 (see photo above).  He also appeared on television in Rome, 
Italy and was asked to lecture on the subject of computer hacking in Japan.    

Naturally, his ability to thwart the efforts of many hackers made him a target of 
the bad guys.  Therefore, he eventually left Michigan after 37 years to assume 
a new vocation and direction for his life.  He relocated to southern Illinois 
where he went to work for the railroad doing signal maintenance and other 
tasks. He eventually operated a short line railroad for a period of time while 
living in White County,  and was a locomotive engineer.  Maxfield has now 
been in southern Illinois for 28 years.  He moved to Edwards County about four 
years ago on our power lines and once again became a Cooperative member. 
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Now at age 80, Maxfield is showing no signs of slowing down and his mind is 
just as sharp as a person half his age.  When it comes to anything mechanical 
or electrical, Maxfield still has the natural ability to problem solve.  In fact, 
Maxfield is very interested in the emergence of solar panels for generating 
electricity and he has actually installed his own solar array complete with 
battery back-up to power the garage on his property.   

Now mind you, Maxfield was actually first exposed to solar energy several 
years ago while spending time in Japan, and he has “experimented” with it for 
26 years, so his knowledge of how Solar works is well beyond the typical lay 
person.  We don’t recommend that you try this type of solar configuration at 
your own home, and neither does Maxfield.   

“You really have to know what you are doing, or you can blow something up in 
a hurry,” said Maxfield. “My solar configuration is not designed to put power 
back on the grid or sell excess power to the Cooperative, it is solely for the pur-
pose of generating and storing power for my purposes in my garage and even-
tually my home.” 

The only thing that Maxfield is focused on powering right now is his garage 
door opener, a few lights, a few fans, a heater and he can charge a few cord-
less tools.  Eventually he will add more panels and inverters to his unique cir-
cuitry to power his coffee maker and hopefully the blower motor fan on his propane furnace, again with none of it tied to the grid 
or sold back to the Cooperative.  He is strictly consuming on premises. 

One look at the circuitry and the configuration of the seven off-the shelf batteries from Rural King  in his storage building immedi-
ately indicated that John knew what he was doing when he set this all up.  This well thought out circuitry is not for amateurs or do-
it-yourself popular mechanics-type people to play around with.  Safety has to always be a priority. 

“In my circuit, you see I utilize a voltage regulator, AC inverters, current sensing relay, control relay, cut-out switches, and a bus bar 
system with input fuses and output fuses, as well as multiple meters to monitor my solar energy levels, the strength of the sun, the 
power stored in the batteries, and the load from the devices I am powering, in addition to multiple indicator lights” said Maxfield. 

When I asked him if he drew out a schematic before assembling and building this system, John said “No, the schematic was actually 
all in my head, so I didn’t draw out the schematic until after the fact.  You got to remember, I blew my first fuse when I was just 
seven years old, so I have been experimenting and working with electricity in some capacity for over 73 years.” 

Maxfield thought of everything, even taking into consideration the cost and resistance of aluminum, stainless steel, and brass.  “I 
cornered the market on brass nuts, bolts, and washers when I began assembling this bus bar circuit,” said Maxfield.  “Brass gave 
me the best bang for my buck.” 

John has also been active in attending area meetings regarding large scale solar farms which have been rumored to be encroaching 
near his home and land.  “Obviously, I am not against solar, it has its place, but I think that everyone needs to know and under-
stand all of the facts about the cost of installing it on a larger scale, and what that can do to the property value of the farmland and 

houses,” said Maxfield.  “Questions about lifespan, mainte-
nance, and what happens to the panels, steel racking, and wir-
ing several years down the road when the useful life has ex-
pired, all need to be answered. Anyone signing a land lease 
without knowing all the facts could be detrimental to them-
selves and other people around them.” 

Like many people, Maxfield is also concerned that the sudden 
abandonment of some power generation resources in favor of 
solar could lead to some shortage of available power on the 
grid to keep up with energy demands.  “Solar and Wind have 
their place, but we still need a balance of power generation 
resources in order to keep up with the demand for electricity,” 
said Maxfield.  “Battery storage is still the key, and it is still 
largely experimental. We are just not there yet because solar 
does not generate power at night, and in the winter there are 
fewer hours of daylight to harvest energy from the sun.”  It 
should be noted that Maxfield’s Rural King batteries only store 
about $1.00 worth of electricity. 



The Popularity of Disc Golf  Reaches the Electric Cooperative Area 

By Randy Olson 

Most of us have played Frisbee in the back yard, growing up as a kid.  
In fact, the patent for the modern-day Frisbee was secured by Ed 
Headrick in 1967.  The Frisbee was then marketed by the Wham-O 
Company and sold over 100 million units by 1977 for back yard fun.   

Despite the popularity of the Frisbee in the 1960’s and 1970’s, the 
sport of Disc Golf never really took off here in the Midwestern United 
States until recent years, but now it is booming.  There are disc golf 
courses popping up all over the Land of Lincoln, with the new mobile 
APP technology having a lot to do with the growth spurt.   

“Fox Prairie” is a new 18-hole Disc Golf course that recently opened 
in McLeansboro, and it is located next to the traditional golf (ball) 
course.  The picturesque new course is a collaborative effort of five local citizens who are Disc Golf enthusiasts, who 
worked together, pooled resources, ideas, and labor and executed the project on behalf of the City of McLeansboro, 
who gave the group their blessing to make it all happen.  The five are shown in the photo on the left. 

The idea of a Disc Golf course in McLeansboro was first mentioned by 
Raegan Halley, who had been exposed to the sport while being away at 
college.  She mentioned it to her father, Erin Halley, who in turn began 
discussing the sport with others in the area like Adam Birkner and Logan 
Hunt, who both knew more about the sport because they actively played 
it at other courses.  “The Rogers-Dewitt Park (City Park) was a hidden 
gem in McLeansboro that needed to be shared with more members of 
the community,” said Raegan.  “So, we focused on how we might be able 
to utilize that location as a potential site for such an endeavor.”   

After talking to Mayor Chad May and the City Council, Raegan and the 
group shared their vision and plan with a formal power-point presenta-
tion detailing the anticipated costs and requirements for the concept.  
“This is what happens when you allow creative people to express and 
pursue their vision,” said Mayor May.  “The results of the project have 
already exceeded my expectations.  It is drawing tourism into the com-
munity, while still protecting the integrity of the wooded land, as well as 
the habitat within the 60-acre tract area.”   

It didn’t take long for other local people like Shane Stricklin to get on board and 
donate time, materials, and equipment to put the plan in action.  The first con-
struction and clearing equipment arrived onsite in February, and the course was 
completed, open and hosted their first tournament event on August 13, a span of 
just over six months later, which is amazing.  Sixty-four people entered and played 
in that first tournament.  It was a very positive sign of things to come.  

During the design of the course at Fox Prairie, Adam Birkner literally carried 
around a basket through the woods and sat it down in different spots so they could 
envision a layout for each hole, check the sight lines, and degree of difficulty so 
they would know how to carve out the trees, trim some limbs and underbrush, and 
where to place the basket.  Shane Stricklin, a person with lots of tree-clearing ex-
perience at the Cooperative was eager to use his skill at trimming and removing 
trees to help shape the course to meet the goals that the group had envisioned in 
their layout.  There are 18 very challenging holes across the sixty-acre site.   
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“We repurposed a lot of materials in the design of the course,” said Erin 
Halley.  “We utilized older, retired spools, poles, and concrete forms.  
The design of the Fox Prairie logo was done by Kaylee Chapman, a local 
girl who had been to Art School, who provided a very nice touch.  That 
logo can also be seen on each of our eighteen baskets throughout the 
course.” 

While there are a few open field shots, much of the course is cut directly 
through the woods and is extremely picturesque, especially hole #9, cut 
through a stand of white pine trees, shown on the front cover.  There 
are also two water shots to navigate as well as a small ditch, walking 
bridge and some hills involved.  Another hole features an elevated, 
hanging basket, so there are a variety of challenges. 

In the first 30 days of operation, “Fox Prairie” attracted players to 
McLeansboro from Missouri, Kentucky, Indiana as well as numerous Illi-
nois communities up and down the state.  On top of that, the course is 
getting lots of praise and rave reviews online through an APP called 
“UDisc,” which is the main source that people use when searching for, 
identifying, and ultimately playing a Disc Golf Course.  Erin Halley 
showed me the APP on his phone and explained a lot about it.  “The UDisc APP contains the location and layout of hun-
dreds of courses, the length and par from each tee pad, and it enables you to keep score on the APP without ever using a 
paper card and pencil,” said Halley.  “You can also see what the top scores are at each course, which gives you an idea of 
the degree of difficulty for a course or a particular hole.”   

Ironically, Ed Headrick, who I mentioned in the first paragraph as the inventor of the Frisbee, was also the father of Disc 
Golf, although he would probably be stunned at the growth that the sport has seen in recent years, just since he passed 
away in 2002.  The UDisc APP, and social media have certainly changed the momentum, knowledge and publicity for Disc 
Golf, and it is a sport that people have really gravitated to following the isolation of the Covid pandemic.  Fox Prairie cur-
rently has a rating of 4.8 on a 5.0 scale, making it tied for the best Disc Golf Course in Illinois, according to active players 
who visit and play courses across the State.  Logan Hunt, keeps track of who has played the course through UDisc, while 
also growing very fond of the sport, himself.  “I like the ability to manipulate the disc in so many different ways,” said 
Hunt.  “I really wanted to help develop a course in McLeansboro to enable the local community to discover the same 
hobby (sport) that I have been hooked on ever since I first picked up a disc.  I love the way that the course turned out.” 

Erin Halley said there are many things which set “Fox Prairie” apart from other courses, and some of the differences are 
basic stuff.  “If you read the reviews of other courses, some of the negative comments you read center on a lack of the 
proper signage identifying the holes on a given course, and also proper maintenance,” said Halley.  “We have made sure 
that our signage is very easy to follow and understand, and we will continue to stay on top of the routine maintenance 
needed at the course.  We also built this course with quality baskets, and there are two 5 x 12’ concrete tee pads on eve-
ry hole (white and blue), plus a practice basket and a net where you can warm-up, which is rare at most courses.” 

Shane Stricklin has become a more avid player since helping to design the course.  “It’s 
really been gratifying to see people drive 2 or 3 hours to come here and play, after do-
ing all of this work to get it ready, “said Stricklin.  “I’ve met a lot of people from out of 
town who have had many good things to say about the course.  In fact, a guy from Las 
Vegas, Nevada pulled up in a car and played the course just the other day while I was 
here, so I joined him for a round.”     

Adam Birkner loved being a part of the design team, and he has a flare for understand-
ing the vision for each hole and playing each shot in his mind.  “I’m proud of the fact 
that we actually designed two courses in one,” said Birkner.  “When you play the white 
tee pads and then play the Blue tees, you realize that the degree of difficulty is remark-
ably different, which gives you a whole new set of challenges.”  
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There are some important differences between a Disc Golf “disc” and a traditional 
Frisbee.  The Wham-O Frisbee was marketed as an eleven-to-twelve-inch light-
weight plastic toy to throw and play catch with in the back yard.  The actual disc 
used in Disc Golf are a bit smaller, measuring 8.3 to 8.8 inches across.  They are 
made from heavier plastic, and come with a variety of differences in edges, and 
contour design which makes them ideal to throw competitively for a variety of 
purposes (see photo at right).  For example, there are discs designed to throw a 
long distance, which would be your “driver” so to speak in real golf.  There are 
medium range discs which are designed as your “irons” or to shape shots with a 
certain hook, fade, or angle.  Then there are the discs that are designed for short 
tosses or “putts” into the basket (which is the same as the hole). 

Many players arrive at a Disc Golf Course with a bag of Discs for every conceivable 
“shot” or throw, much like a traditional ball golfer shows up with a bag of multiple 
irons, drivers, and putters. The discs that are used to play Disc Golf typically sell 
for $15 to $30 and can be purchased online, although some local shops have 

popped up including the Spider House Disc Golf Supply Store in Benton, 
which operates out of an old school bus.  There are a growing number of 
courses in Illinois as you can see on the UDisc APP pictured on the left. 

The local design group is also working in cooperation with the traditional 
Golf Course (Country Club) next door to Fox Prairie to sell and rent discs, 
and they also encourage people to go there to buy beverages and Ice 
that they might wish to have while playing, or to relax and unwind a bit 
in-between play.  Other local restaurants have mentioned that they have 
seen some out-of-town customers patronize their business as a result of 
coming to town to play at Fox Prairie, which is all positive for everyone. 

Maintenance of the Disc Golf Course is done largely by the City of 
McLeansboro, who do regular mowing of some of the fairways that re-
quire it.   Stricklin, Birkner, Hunt and Halley can still trim limbs as needed 
on the course.  70% of the cost for constructing this course was paid for 
by cash donations from sponsors, or by donation of rock, concrete, etc.    
There are some visual aesthetics that the group would like to do such as 
adding some mulch or landscape rock around many of the concrete tee 
pads.  They are also looking at building another walking bridge as well. 
 

It should be noted that the cost of playing Disc Golf at Fox Prairie is actually FREE.  You read correctly, no charge at all.  
There might soon be a Venmo account set-up to 
accept donations to help maintain and expand the 
course, and perhaps add more amenities to enjoy.   

Additional tournaments are expected in the future 
and leagues are also starting to form.  Much like a 
traditional golf course, Fox Prairie features Par 3 and 
Par 4 holes.  The shortest hole is 205 feet, while the 
longest hole is 865 feet.  Overall Par on the course 
from the White tees is 54, with an overall length of 
4,355 feet.  The Overall Par on the course from the 
Blue tees is 59, with an overall course length of 
7,625 feet.  A professional tour player from Georgia 
stopped in on September 12th and threw a 10 under 
par score of 49 from the Blue Tees. That’s amazing. 
For more information, you can download the free 
UDisc APP, and search for Fox Prairie.   



      Future Dates that the Enfield Office will be Open 
Wayne-White Electric Cooperative is announcing the up-
coming dates that we are open for business at the Enfield 
office, which are near the payment due dates and discon-
nection dates.  It is important to note that the DROP BOX 
can still be used ANY day and ANYTIME to drop off a pay-
ment or document at Enfield.  In addition, Electric Bill pay-
ments can also be paid anytime through the week during 
regular business hours at Peoples National Bank in 
McLeansboro and Dahlgren, as well as First Bank in Carmi 
and Grayville.  You can also call the electric cooperative 
and talk to a live person with any questions, or to pay your bill by phone with an e-check, debit card 
or credit card at (618) 842-2196.  SMARTHUB is also a great way to pay your bill online at anytime, 
or you can always use the PAY NOW feature on our website at WayneWhiteCoop.com 

The Enfield office will be open on the following dates:  
October: 13, 27 
November:  8, 15, 29 
December:  8, 15, 29 



 

Cranberry Pumpkin Muffins 
• 2-1/4 cups all-purpose flour 
• 1 teaspoon baking soda 
• 1 teaspoon pumpkin pie spice 
• 1/2 teaspoon salt 
• 2 large eggs 
• 2 cups sugar 
• 1 cup canned pumpkin 
• 1/2 cup canola oil 
• 1cup fresh or frozen cranberries, chopped 
 
Preheat oven to 400°. In a bowl, combine the first 4 ingre-
dients. In a bowl, beat the eggs and sugar; add the pump-
kin and oil and mix well. Stir into the dry ingredients just 
until moistened. Fold in the cranberries. 
 
Fill foil- or paper-lined muffin cups three-fourths full. Bake 
at 400° for 18-22 minutes or until a toothpick comes out 
clean. Cool for 5 minutes before removing from pans to 
wire racks. 

Pumpkin Sausage Soup 
• 1 pound bulk Italian sausage 
• 2 cups sliced fresh mushrooms 
• 1 medium onion, finely chopped 
• 4 garlic cloves, minced 
• 1 carton (32 ounces) unsalted chicken stock 
• 1 can (15 ounces) pumpkin 
• 1 tablespoon sugar or sugar substitute equivalent 
• 1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
• 2 teaspoons Italian seasoning 
• 1 teaspoon ground turmeric 
• 1/2 teaspoon ground ginger 
• 1/4 to 1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg 
• 1/2 cup heavy whipping cream 
• 1/3 cup cold water 
• 1/3 cup cornstarch 
• 2 cups shredded smoked cheddar cheese 
In a Dutch oven, cook sausage, mushrooms and onion 
over medium-high heat until sausage is no longer pink 
and vegetables are tender, 8-10 minutes, breaking up 
sausage into crumbles; drain. Add garlic; cook 1 minute 
longer. Add stock, pumpkin, sugar and seasonings. Bring 
to a boil; reduce heat. Cover and simmer 10 minutes. 
 
Stir in cream. In a small bowl, mix water and cornstarch 
until smooth. Stir into pan. Bring to a boil; cook and stir 
until thickened, 1-2 minutes. Add cheese; cook and then 
stir until melted. 


