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Local Student Leads State FFA

New Employee Added to Engineering Department
Wayne-White Electric Cooperative has hired a new Assistant System Engineer. He is Matt Garner, age 36,
who comes to the Cooperative from Campbell Enterprises in Carmi. Matt lives in Crossville, and has two
daughters. He holds a degree in Civil Engineering from
SIU-C, with a focus in hydraulics and a specialization in
Environmental Studies.
Matt also earned a PE (Professional Engineer) license. He began his duties on August 16. Please join
us in welcoming Matt to the Cooperative.

Local Student Elevates to the Top as President of Illinois FFA Program
By Randy Olson

There are 354 chapters of the FFA across the State of Illinois, which includes
20,580 students who participate in the FFA program throughout various schools.
Therefore, being elected State President of the Illinois FFA is really quite a big
deal. That office is now held by Adam Loker, a recent graduate of Wayne City
High School, who lives on a family farm near Keenes. He was elected on June 10th
of this year from a group of ten candidates who all rigorously campaigned for a
State FFA office. The road to get to that plateau has been a rewarding and interesting ride for him.
When Loker was in Junior High, he was first exposed to the FFA program at
Wayne City High School due to witnessing the involvement of his older brother,
Isaac. That was the seed that started to grow. Over a period of time, Adam soon
learned that his great grandfather, Lavern Feather, was a charter member of the
FFA in Wayne City. At age 96, that brought some history and perspective to this
unique program that he could grasp and hold on to. In fact, it made him want to
learn more.
Although his parents were not involved in FFA while growing up, they have been involved in agriculture for many years.
His mother, Shayna is a local teacher, while his father, Roger is a farmer. When Adam became a freshman, he was already eager to join FFA and find his niche. “I quickly noticed that FFA was really about people with a common interest
and a common bond,” said Loker. “I had an encounter with Joey Birrittier of Waterloo, who was State President at that
time. We met during a 212 Degrees Conference and he made a big impact on me. After that, I was highly motivated.”
Loker used that motivation to become Chapter Reporter at Wayne City his Freshman year. His FFA advisor, Jennifer
Ehrhart, explained that Adam’s Freshman year was a somewhat difficult transition year for him and all the students.
“Unfortunately, Mr. Scott, the previous Advisor had gotten sick and I was transitioning over to the Ag department from
the Special Ed department, so Adam and the other Freshman students had a substitute for much of that first year.”
Loker took it all in stride and began to embrace everything about FFA. As a student who was not involved in sports, he
was able to dedicate more of his time and resources into the program. As a result, Adam was elected Chapter President at Wayne City and actually held that office for back-to-back years, a feat that is fairly rare among area FFA chapters.
Mrs. Ehrhart describes Adam as a young man with a lot of intelligence and drive. “He has tremendous work ethic, and
he connects well with people,” said Ehrhart. “Adam was always the first person to volunteer for a task and he, like his
older brother Isaac, would always follow through on anything they started.” Ironically, Mrs Ehrhart now has the distinction of having a third Loker family member in the FFA program, as their sister, Rainey, has also joined the FFA program as a Freshman this year.
Wayne City High School has 78 students enrolled in the FFA program, from a total school enrollment of 134 students,
so roughly 59% of the student body participates in
FFA. From that group, only about 10% of the FFA students in the program actually live on a farm. FFA is
open to anyone and offers many more opportunities
beyond just agriculture. FFA got away from their limited label of “Future Farmers of America” in 1988 for
a variety of reasons. Today is most chapters across
the state, FFA is having more participation from “city”
kids as compared to rural kids who live on a farm.
(continued on the next page)

While FFA certainly encompasses agriculture
education, the program also teaches many communication skills, record keeping and peer-topeer experiences that can help prepare students
for “real life” in a variety of different career
paths in or out of agriculture.
The number of scholarship opportunities offered
through FFA is astounding. The FFA Alumni
have put together a 3-tier program at Wayne
City of multiple $400, $600, and $800 scholarships, in addition to the generosity shown by the
Herman Hood scholarships, which are $5,000
per student. It is really imperative that students and their parents take a serious look at the opportunities offered in
the Wayne City FFA program. After a fire destroyed the previous Ag building in 2018, Wayne City High School is now
blessed with a new state-of-the-art facility that was well designed for future growth and expansion. (See photo above)
Loker continued his quest to become a State officer by successfully running for and becoming Section 23 President toward the end of his Junior year. This was a major accomplishment because it is well understood that to become a State
Officer, you would need to be Section President to have a legitimate shot at success in a
Statewide election. As you see on the State FFA map (pictured at left), Section 23 encompasses multiple counties in southeastern Illinois.
Loker continued to connect with people as he carried out his duties as the Section 23
President during his Senior year. He had his sight set on a State Office and the pathway
seemed to be lined up for him. With the election not taking place until this past June
(after high school graduation) there was much planning that needed to be done. There
were ten candidates vying for the five State Officer positions.

“I had a great mentor in Lane Harvey from Fairfield,” said Loker. “As the former State
Vice-President, Lane was very knowledgeable about what I needed to do and how to
prepare. Miriam Hoffman from Earlville, Illinois who was a National Eastern Regional VP
was also instrumental in helping me, in addition to my local advisor Mrs. Ehrhart, as
well as Mr. Robbins, the Chapter Advisor from Fairfield.”
The hard work and preparation all paid off as Loker reached the summit and was elected State President, becoming the first and only
Wayne City High School student to be elected to a
State Office position. As required, Adam had to
“defer” his college studies for one year so that he
could carry out the duties of FFA State President. Every State Officer knows ahead of
time that they have to make a commitment and lay out of school for a year in order
to serve FFA at the highest standards possible. Loker plans to eventually study AgriBusiness Economics at SIU-Carbondale.
In the meantime, Loker has hit the ground running as he and the other four State
Officers are crisscrossing the State meeting with students in FFA chapters, many of
who are Freshman that might not yet understand everything there is to know about
FFA, and the opportunities that are available to them.
“I am seeing a lot of Illinois from the far north to the far south and I love it,” said
Loker. “We are currently conducting meetings known as STAR Conferences across
the State. We are embarking on Chapter visits with a goal of interacting with all 354 chapters across Illinois.”
(continued on the next page)

The Illinois FFA Foundation picks up the tab for Adam and the other four State Officers to travel across Illinois
conducting these meetings. They are living in hotels 3 to 4 nights
a week, but they are home most weekends. “It’s going to be a very
busy year, but also a very rewarding year,” said Adam. “I am
meeting so many great people and sharing my FFA passion with
them. I was also fortunate enough to travel to Washington DC recently for the Summit Meeting which included every State FFA
President and Vice-President from across the Nation. I was proud
to be there representing our State of Illinois.”
Other State FFA officers that were elected pictured L-R include:
Gracie Murphy, State Secretary from Macomb; Lauren Mohr, State
Reporter from Carlock; (Loker in Center) Jaton Shaffer, State VicePresident from Farmer City; and Kara Freebairn, State Treasuer
from Serena.

Residents of Wayne City as well as the entire area can really be proud of the
fact that the 20,580 FFA students across Illinois now recognize Adam Loker as
their current President for 2021-2022. A green IDOT sign has already been
erected along the highway entrance into Wayne City which recognizes this accomplishment.
Adam is a shining example of a young person finding their passion, setting
goals, working hard to accomplish those goals, while being a positive influence
and role model for many others around him. We have no doubt that Adam
Loker will continue to be successful in life, while making others around him better, due to those common bonds and interests that have been born in FFA.

Future Dates that the Enfield Office will be Open
Wayne-White Electric Cooperative is announcing the upcoming dates that we are open for business at the Enfield
office, which are near the payment due dates and disconnection dates. It is important to note that the DROP BOX
can still be used ANY day and ANYTIME to drop off a payment or document at Enfield. In addition, Electric Bill payments can also be paid anytime through the week during
regular business hours at Peoples National Bank in
McLeansboro and Dahlgren, as well as First Bank in Carmi
and Grayville. You can also call the electric cooperative
and talk to a live person with any questions, or to pay your bill by phone with an e-check, debit card
or credit card at (618) 842-2196. SMARTHUB is also a great way to pay your bill online at anytime,
or you can always use the PAY NOW feature on our website at WayneWhiteCoop.com

The Enfield office will be open on the following dates:
October 7, 14, 28 (Hours subject to change due to the pandemic)
November 9, 16, 30
December 9, 14, 16, 28

If Trees Could Talk, This Giant Oak Has Stories
When Tony Orlando wrote the hit song “Tie a Yellow Ribbon Round the
Old Oak Tree” back in 1973, he probably didn’t envision the size of the
ribbon it would take to go around the giant White Oak tree on the Rickey
Garrett property near the Little Wabash River in southeastern Wayne
County.
Garrett had mentioned the tree to me before, and he had even given me a
photograph of it. But until you see the enormous magnitude of the shadow that is cast by this tree as it towers well above all the others as if they
are saplings, only then do you begin to understand how this mammoth
tree is special in so many ways.

Conservation personnel have estimated that the tree is likely over 300
years old, making it one of the longest living trees in this part of Illinois.
Just for kicks, we stretched a tape measure around the trunk of the tree
about three feet above the ground, and we measured the truck at 15 feet
around, so you better bring plenty of yellow ribbon if you want to tie a
ribbon around this big boy.
Garrett refers to this giant White Oak as a “sacred” tree and he claims to
feel energy when he lays the palms of his hands along the trunk. Certainly, this tree could tell stories that we can only imagine, as it has lived a life
overlooking the activities of the early settlers and pioneers, native Indians,
and even gangsters that have passed along the banks of the Little Wabash
and encountered this special tree over the past three centuries.
The tree is also sacred because it stands guard alongside a family
cemetery where Garrett has buried ashes from his father, Charles;
his wife, Barbara; his daughter, Jill; and his granddaughter, Holly.
The family considers this area a special place of refuge and a unique
piece of history due to the size and age of the towering landmark.
So many people have come and gone over the years, yet this tree
has stayed rooted in one place. It’s not going anywhere.
Garrett lived on the property for several years in a cabin that he had
restored, up until two years ago. He sold the cabin property to his
nephew, Joseph, who continues to maintain it and improve it along
the way. The cabin is also a gem, as it overlooks the Little Wabash
River with a view that looks like it came out of a movie.
The property is well protected by locked gates and security cameras,
but Garrett has been known to provide tours to those who value
history and choose to admire and appreciate the roots of the past.
The tree is so large that I could not capture it all on my camera in a
single snapshot.

(continued on the next page)

Ponder this for a moment. Despite countless numbers of storms,
lightning, wind, snow, frost, hail, insects, and even earthquakes, this
giant white oak tree has survived and continued to grow, spreading
itself high above the land with limbs that would equal the size of
many tree trunks. It still appears to be in great health, with no signs
of decay. Yes, it’s lost part of a limb or two, but nothing major.

It’s hard to determine the height of this sacred tree because you
cannot measure it’s shadow due to the surrounding trees. But
clearly it reaches high to the sky and gets plenty of sunlight. When
you factor in and consider that the root system of this tree is the
same size as the canopy you stand in awe as you think about the
amount of water that this single tree must devour.

Rickey Garrett wrote a poem in 2014 about a tree’s life, and here is
an insert from his writing. “Our Ancestors were like trees, they put
their roots down in one place for years. It took hard work for years
and years to raise a family, pay for it and survive. A tree is like people, also, because it can take just a few minutes to destroy it after
centuries of growing. It also takes just a few minutes to destroy a
family through death…or other means.”

Visiting this tree in person puts many things about life in perspective. We
marvel at its size, are thankful for its continued survival, and we can magically play out the historical events and people of the past 300 years in our
mind, while realizing that this giant white oak has seen it all, done it all and
if trees could talk, this gargantuan tree could tell it all.

Just think, this special white oak is not only older than the State of Illinois, it is
believed to be at least 55 years older than the birth of America itself, through
the signing of the Declaration of Independence. Think about the vast array of
wildlife that this tree has seen through the years. It has also survived droughts,
plagues, floods, and the era of the great depression, all of which killed off much
of human civilization, but still couldn’t deter this unique tree from continuing to
grow and prosper.

Only God knows the exact timeline and the extent of the activities that this tree
has seen over the past three centuries. If there are special trees waiting for us
to admire and appreciate in Heaven, this tree could be one of them. It just
seems to be everlasting, and as Rickey Garrett says, “sacred in many ways.”

Black Bean & Pumpkin Chili

Warm German Potato Salad
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

3 pounds small red potatoes
1/3 cup canola oil
2 tablespoons champagne vinegar
1 teaspoon kosher salt
1/2 teaspoon coarsely ground pepper
1/2 English cucumber, very thinly sliced
2 celery ribs, thinly sliced
1 small onion, chopped
6 bacon strips, cooked and crumbled
1tablespoon minced fresh parsley

Place potatoes in a large saucepan; add water to cover. Bring to a boil. Reduce heat; cook, uncovered, until tender, 18-21 minutes. Drain; cool slightly. Peel
and thinly slice. Whisk oil, vinegar, salt and pepper.
Add potatoes; toss to coat. Add remaining ingredients; toss to combine. Serve warm.

• 2 tablespoons olive oil
• 1 medium onion, chopped
• 1 medium sweet yellow pepper, chopped
• 3 garlic cloves, minced
• 2 cans (15 ounces each) black beans, rinsed and
drained
• 1 can (15 ounces) solid-pack pumpkin
• 1 can (14-1/2 ounces) diced tomatoes, undrained
• 3 cups chicken broth
• 2-1/2 cups cubed cooked turkey
• 2 teaspoons dried parsley flakes
• 2 teaspoons chili powder
• 1-1/2 teaspoons ground cumin
• 1-1/2 teaspoons dried oregano
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
Cubed avocado and thinly sliced green onions, optional topping at the end
In a large skillet, heat oil over medium-high heat.
Add onion and pepper; cook and stir until
tender. Add garlic; cook 1 minute longer.
Transfer to a 5-qt. slow cooker; stir in the next
10 ingredients. Cook, covered, on low 4-5
hours. If desired, top with avocado and
green onions.

