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Cooperative Members Have Unusual Pet in their Home
By Randy Olson

We enjoy uncovering and writing stories about our electric cooperative members who have interesting hobbies, businesses, collections, pets, or a unique family history. We always welcome suggestions and ideas for stories about our members that we can share
with readers in the monthly newsletter. If you have a story idea, contact me at the cooperative office by calling 842-2196.
Recently, we stumbled upon some members with a rather unusual pet. It’s a Julianna pig, named Willie. Tony & Tina Cameron, who live south of Wayne City, near our Aden substation,
purchased him when he was 9 days old from a lady near Rosiclaire. Believe it or not, he was already potty trained when they
brought him home and yes, he lives in the house with them
most of the time, just like any other pet.
Julianna pigs should not to be confused with a pot-belly pig.
They typically weigh 40 to 65 pounds when mature, and they
make great pets, with the ability to learn and do tricks, walk and
train with a harness, and they are loyal to their owner like a
dog, and cuddly like a cat. Julianna pigs like Willie more closely
resemble a small version of a large hog or feral pig than it does
the Pot Belly pig. The
Julianna breed originated in Europe, and
they do not typically
have allergies, although their skin can be harmed by too much direct sun. Unfortunately, their lifespan is usually only 5 to 6 years. You can see a difference in their head and
ears compared to a typical hog you see on the farm.
I recognized very quickly that Tony & Tina are very attached to Willie and Vice-versa. In
fact, Willie is a big communicator and he talks differently to each of them. He talks in
lower tones and grunts when he talks to Tony, while he squeals and uses a high pitch
whine when communicating with Tina. Willie follows them around everywhere and
loves the companionship, much like a dog. He spends most of his time indoors, watches
TV with them, and has his own play area and toys. Unlike a farm animal hog, Willie is
truly a pet that receives a bath every day, including lotion/oil on his skin. I detected no
pig odor whatsoever, because Willie is very clean and will not use the bathroom indoors.
He is completely potty-trained and goes outdoors for that purpose.
What do you feed a Julianna pig? “Willie eats organic pig food that we get from Iowa,”
said Tina. “He also loves to eat fresh vegetables and fruits that I cut up every
day. It’s a lot of maintenance, but I love it.” In addition to the fresh produce and
organic pig food that Willie chows down on, I learned that he has another daily
favorite. “Willie loves green beans, and he eats a 6 pound can of greens beans
every day,” said Tony. “He even recognizes the can when you get it out. He is
smart and he knows when it’s green bean time.”
Willie also loves social media. In fact, he has his own Facebook page called
“Willie’s World” where you can see lots of videos and photos of his daily routine
and activities. At the time of this printing, he had over 250 followers. “He
sleeps 12 to 14 hours a day,” said Tina. “But he also enjoys outside time each
day, and he needs that for the sugar highs and lows. If he only stays inside, he
has the zoomies where he runs around the house like crazy from end to end.”
Julianna pigs really need a nice balance of outdoor and indoor time. “They don’t
sweat,” said Tony. “They can get dehydrated pretty easy, so Willie loves to jump
in an outdoor pool every day, he also gets to eat watermelon every couple of
days. He really likes Minute Maid watermelon juice.”
(continued on the next page)

(Willie the Julianna pig, continued)
As Tina led Willie around the yard for me on his custom-made harness/leash, she demonstrated Willie’s pool time antics for me. “We
call it chunky-dunking,” said Tina. “He loves to roll around in the pool
water and splash. It is hilarious.”
He doesn’t like to ride in a wagon or truck. He would rather follow
alongside the side-by-side or lawnmower and enjoy the outdoor
space with you. Willie’s favorite TV show is Andy Griffith. For a late
night TV snack, he enjoys a salad with ranch dressing. Willie is fine
around cats, but doesn’t necessarily care for dogs, and becomes defensive in their presence. When he was young, he was neutered, and
he also had his tusks removed. Julianna pigs are also relatively allergy
free, which makes them desirable as a pet. Willie is now 9 months
old and he is loving life.
The veterinarian recently came to visit Willie and gave him a clean bill
of health. He likes visitors, including children. So, if you would like
your child or grandchildren to meet Willie, I’m sure that Tony & Tina
would be happy to host you at their farm. In the meantime, check
out more about Willie on his Facebook page at Willie’s World.

Where Does Your Electricity Come From? Part 4
The electricity we distribute to your home, farm,
and business is generated by a variety of sources,
placed on the grid, and ultimately distributed to
you. In fact, Wayne-White maintains over 3,300
miles of energized lines in the eleven counties we
serve. While it is true that the majority of electricity
is generated by coal, for obvious reasons, there are
many other components to the energy portfolio.
These sources also include generation by hydro
(water), natural gas, methane gas, solar panels, and
wind mills. You can read the detailed story about
electricity generation by landfill methane gas in our
August newsletter. You can read the details about
hydropower in the September issue. You can learn
about utility scale solar panel farms in our October
issue. All previous newsletters are conveniently archived on our website at WayneWhiteCoop.com.
In Part 4 of our series about the electricity generation portfolio utilized by Wayne-White Electric, as a
member/owner of Hoosier Energy, we focus on the wind turbine arrays that we have located in Indiana.
While the cooperative does not discourage or hinder anyone from installing wind turbines on their property, everyone served by Wayne-White is technically receiving some of their electricity through wind-power
generation today. Learn how wind turbines fit into our overall energy generation portfolio through the
story on the next page.

Wind Power Brings Some Renewable Energy into Your Home
Although you might not realize it, a portion of the
electricity that comes to your home and farm is
generated by wind power, because Wayne-White
Electric Cooperative is a member-owner of Hoosier Energy. Although consistent, sustained wind is
not feasible for wind turbines to operate in
southern Illinois, Hoosier Energy has several purchase power agreements with wind farms. Projects include agreements for wind capacity from
Story County, Iowa, Wind Farm; the Rail Splitter
Wind Farm, located north of Lincoln Illinois; and
the Meadow Lake V Wind Farm in Northwestern
Indiana. In addition, Hoosier Energy has purchased and installed smaller-scale single wind
turbines, with one located at Merom and another
wind turbine at Victory. Both of these turbines
are in Indiana, and they enable the cooperative to not only track electric generation, but also better understand the issues associated with maintenance of wind turbines.
For example, the 15-kilowatt wind turbine at Hoosier Energy’s Turtle Creek Reservoir Environmental Education Center at Merom
was just recently put back on the grid after be idle for eight months, during which it was out of service for maintenance. The manufacturer had issued a recall and notification that
the turbine should be placed out of service while
they completed a major redesign of the strut system, due to failure of wire ropes in the old design. In the process, other components were altered as well including blades and front shaft
bearings. The manufacturer then decided to replace the entire turbine rather than transport the
turbine for repair. As a result, engineers from
Scotland traveled to Merom and installed the
new turbine. Upon completion, it was reconnected to the grid. At press time, active data was not
available on that wind turbine. (pictured at left)
A much smaller wind turbine (1.8KW) was installed at Victory, back in April of 2009. The average generation of that turbine is 6.43 kWh per
day. The Cumulative Total for the wind turbine at
Victory from 04/23/2009 to 10/08/2019 is
7503.01 kWh. Again, not a large amount, but still an addition to the portfolio, with some valuable information gleaned from this
installation.

By contrast, the large-scale Rail Splitter Wind Farm, north of Lincoln, Illinois has an installed capacity of 100.5 megawatts. Meanwhile the Story County, Iowa Wind Farm has installed capacity of 300 megawatts. It can be seen when driving toward Ames, Iowa on Highway 30.
The largest wind farm that Hoosier Energy/Wayne-White has a power purchase agreement with, is the Meadow Lake Wind Farm, located near Brookston and Chalmers, Indiana, spreading over portions of White, Jasper, and
Benton Counties. It has installed capacity of 801.25 megawatts on the wind
farm.
(continued on the next page)

(Wind Power, continued)
Just like solar panels are not effective when the sun doesn’t shine, wind turbines are not effective at generating electricity when the wind doesn’t blow consistently. Although there have been some maintenance issues at some of these wind farms, as well as noise concerns
raised by residents, the productivity of the turbines has been
beneficial to serve many homes, farms, and businesses as part
of our energy portfolio.
Hoosier Energy and Wayne-White Electric Cooperative will continue our commitment of providing dependable electric service
at affordable prices. Having a diversified portfolio of energy
generation is part of that strategy to keep rates in check. In
fact, Wayne-White has not had a rate increase among residential members/customers in over 5 years. Next month, we will
continue our look at the energy portfolio of the cooperative by
telling you about the electricity that we generate using natural gas power plants. Just a reminder that archived Newsletters are available to view on our website at www.WayneWhiteCoop.com

Former Lineman Finds New Career Teaching Skills and Safety Practices

By Randy Olson

Four and a half years ago, if someone would have told Gerry Kinney that today he would be teaching the
Electrical Distribution System (EDS) classes to students at Frontier Community College in Fairfield, he would
likely tell the person that they are crazy! Afterall, Gerry was enjoying a successful position as a lineman at
Wayne-White Electric Cooperative for eighteen years, and there wasn’t anything that he enjoyed doing more
each day. It was his passion.
But life has many twists and turns. In fact, Gerry’s life was turned upside down on July 16, 2015 when he was
in a bucket truck near Johnsonville, and his unprotected hand came in contact with a 7,200 volt power line.
He has defied the odds, because by all accounts, he should’ve lost his life that day, and he almost did. Had it
not been for the courageous and quick response of his co-workers who lowered him from the bucket, summoned the Air Evac Lifeteam ambulance, and raced him by helicopter to the Mercy Hospital Burn Unit in St
Louis, he likely would not be here to talk about his near-death experience today.
The fateful contact with the high voltage power line caused
major burns to both of his hands and arms, causing Gerry to
lose both limbs just below the elbow. How that electric voltage didn’t go across his heart and kill him instantly is a miracle,
according to his doctors. In fact, they told his wife Denice,
that when someone comes into their burn unit with injuries
that severe, they usually don’t survive. It took several months
of specialized hospitalization, surgeries, therapy, determination and prayers to get Gerry to the point of recovery, so they
could begin to look into the possibility of fitting him with prosthetic.
(continued on next page)

(Lineman Program continued)

“I wasn’t sure at the time, why God spared my life,” said Gerry. “He evidently had
more plans for me than I could comprehend.” Most of us would find it very hard
to overcome the negative thoughts, depression and despair of losing both of your
forearms and hands. Gerry and Denice battled through a roller coaster of emotions for several months. In addition to the tremendous pain that Gerry endured,
they both experienced lots of fear and anxiety. Would he ever be able to do anything for himself? Would Denice have to quit her job to take care of him? Would
the lingering effects of the electricity in his body ultimately kill him? Could they
ever go out in public again? These are just a few of the many questions that
raced through their minds for many weeks.
Gerry remained hospitalized for 5 weeks in the burn unit at Mercy but was eventually transferred to their rehab facility, where he spent 2 additional weeks. The
doctors and the nurses are truly amazed at his recovery. He became their poster
child and he was an inspiration to them. After returning home, he spent several
months doing occupational therapy and physical therapy. During his recovery, Denice was doing research about prosthetics and the companies that make them. She ultimately came across the Arm
Dynamics Company website. They specialize in upper extremity prosthetics. That is
all they do. They are based in Kansas. Over the past four years, he has now become
their pride and joy showpiece patient, by helping them test out, critique, wear out,
and ultimately improve their prosthetics. Gerry has robotic forearms and fingers
that resemble something you would see in a science fiction movie, yet they function
eerily similar to real human hands and fingers. The technology is amazing. He is so
grateful for what they have helped him do and accomplish.
His story has inspired many linemen across the nation, as Gerry has received Facebook messages, cards, and letters from people in multiple states. Since he can no
longer work as a lineman, Gerry has turned his passion towards helping others in
the field by traveling and speaking to linemen groups. His positive outlook on life,
and his message of safety resonate so well with current linemen who understand
that one false move or misstep, and you could be electrocuted or badly burned just
like Gerry.
When the position of instructor for the Electrical Distribution System (EDS) program
at Frontier Community College became available, Gerry decided to apply for the job.
“I feel blessed that I was called for an interview, because I know they had multiple applicants,” said Gerry. “I am thankful
they hired me, and everyone at the college has been very supportive and helpful.”
I recently had the opportunity to witness Gerry conducting class and I was pleasantly
surprised to see the widespread participation in the classroom as they prepped for a
written test. It was clear to me that he had their respect, and the group was there
to learn, not goof around or waste time. After the short classroom time, the class of
fifteen students were led outside where they began to put on their climbing gear to
scale to the top of a 40-foot pole and work with attachments on double cross-arms.
Gerry pointed out that this was just day #15 of the class, yet they were already very
much “hands-on” within their curriculum.
While there are other linemen schools and distribution programs around the nation,
Frontier has some distinct advantages, which he explained to me. “We invite interested students to come visit the college, see the facilities, and talk to us,” said Gerry.
“One of the benefits of this program compared to other programs is that we provide
the equipment, the tools, and the belts. That is saving them around $3,000 right off
the bat. We also have a shiny new bucket truck to work with, later in the program.”

As I watched the students each take their turn at climbing the pole with their heavy gear, I talked to some of them
about the class activity thus far. “I love the class, this is definitely what I want to do,” said Mason Barrett. “I have
learned that teamwork is everything, and he preaches that to us each day. I feel like I am learning from the best.”
Christian Waterstradt said the training has helped him overcome fear.
“I was definitely afraid of 60 feet when we started, but not now. Everything here is about safety, and I am learning how to do it the right way,
and now I have confidence,” said Christian.
The program attracts students from a wide area, including Nathan Selby
who hails from Bridgeport. “When I came and visited the college, I met
Gerry and he told me his story, which really inspired me,” said Nathan.
“I felt like if I was going to learn this trade from somebody, it would be
best to learn it from him.”
Brandon Hawkey of Kinmundy echoed the same consistent message
that many students share. “I was looking at different linemen schools
and I hadn’t made up my mind where to go, but when I met Gerry, I felt
confident that I could learn a lot and be successful here,” said Brandon.
“I like all of the other students, we get along well and it’s all about
teamwork and safety.”
Classes in the Electrical Distribution System program at Frontier meet
three days a week, which Gerry says is an added plus. “This course is a
Tuesday through Thursday course, so many students have found that
they can also hold down a part-time job while attending, if they choose
to,” he said. “That can really benefit someone who is renting a room.”
The President of Frontier Community College, Jay Edgren, had glowing things to say when asked about Gerry Kinney
overseeing the EDS program at the school. “We are very excited about the passion, experience, and vast knowledge
that Gerry brings to our students in the EDS program,” said Edgren. “We appreciate his emphasis on safety, he understands that better than anybody, but we also know that he is teaching them life skills, discipline, and steps to maturity
that will guide them to be productive adults. I have heard him say that being to class early is on-time, and being ontime is actually late.”
Some people reading this story might wonder where the jobs are located for this type of work. “I tell the students not
to restrict themselves to a certain geographic area,” said Gerry. “To get that entry-level apprenticeship job, they need
to be willing to relocate if needed. There is going to be a large shortage of
linemen nationwide, due to retirements so they need to put in their applications to as many places as possible. There is a need more skilled, young linemen. After completing this program, you can go out and get experience.”
In addition to hiring Gerry Kinney, Frontier Community College has put a lot
of effort into making this program successful. “We have added a flagger
course, a chemical spray course, and a CDL course within the syllabus of the
program this year to give students additional options to get their foot in the
door with potential employers,” said Gerry.
Even though this is his first year as the instructor I asked him if he had established some goals for the program. “I really want to see the program excel.
That’s my goal,” said Gerry. “It’s always been a reputable program, I just
want to help make it even better, and I have a lot of contacts in the industry
that can benefit these students, and ultimately help them get a job, if they
have the right attitude, discipline, and skill sets.” From what I was able to
observe both in the classroom and outdoors in the field that day, this crop of
students are well on their way to success.

Thanksgiving Turkey Soup
(Before you toss that Carcass away, use this recipe)

• 1 leftover turkey carcass (14 pound or larger)
• 3 quarts water
• 2 cans (14-1/2 ounces each) reduced-sodium
chicken broth
• 1/2 cup uncooked long-grain rice
• 1 medium onion, finely chopped
• 4 celery ribs, finely chopped
• 2 medium carrots, grated
• 1 bay leaf
• Dash poultry seasoning
• Salt, optional
• Pepper
• Onion powder
• Garlic powder

Stove Top Meat Loaves
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

3 tablespoons 2% milk
2 tablespoons quick-cooking oats
1 tablespoon chopped onion
1/8 teaspoon salt
1/2 pound lean ground beef
1/2 teaspoon cornstarch
1/2 cup Italian tomato sauce
1/4 cup cold water
In a small bowl, combine the milk, oats, onion and
salt. Crumble beef over mixture and mix well.
Shape into two loaves.
In a small nonstick skillet, brown loaves on all
sides; drain. Combine the cornstarch, tomato
sauce and water until smooth. Pour over meat
loaves. Bring to a boil. Reduce heat to mediumlow; cover and cook until meat is no longer
pink, 15-20 minutes.

In a stock pot, place turkey carcass, water and
broth. Bring to a boil. Reduce heat; cover
and simmer for 4-5 hours.
Remove carcass from stock. Remove any meat
and dice. Return to stock along with rice,
onion, celery, carrots, bay leaf and poultry
seasoning. Add remaining seasonings to preferred taste. Cover and simmer over medium
-low heat until the rice is cooked. Discard
bay leaf.

