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Cooperative Annual Meeting is Postponed until August 6th
The next Annual Meeting for members of the Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative has been postponed from June 4th to August 6th due to IDPH guidelines. Our Plans are to hold it at the Wayne City Unit 100 High School complex.
Obviously, the ongoing pandemic situation and the IDPH Covid capacity limitations could affect the location of the Annual Meeting. The Wayne County Fairgrounds (outdoors) has been discussed as a possible alternate site. We will keep
the membership informed through our website, Facebook page, and local media.
As in the past, we will plan to have some type of meal, business meeting, and
drawing for door prizes. If the IDPH guidelines do not allow us to hold the
meeting indoors at Wayne City on August 6th, we will announce alternate plans.

Owners of Electric Vehicles in Illinois is Growing Steadily
According to statistics available through the Illinois Secretary of State’s office, there are now a total of 26,830 electric
vehicles registered in Illinois as of February 15, 2021. That number has grown by about 6,000 vehicles in each of the
last two years. It was 20,117 in February, 2020, and 14,494 in February of 2019.
Despite this statewide growth, the number of electric cars in this part of southern Illinois is still relatively small, despite
the fact that public charging stations are available. In addition, Wayne-White Electric Cooperative is offering a few
FREE Level-2 charging stations for installation and use at your home, if you own an electric vehicle.
Here is a breakdown of registered electric vehicles owned by residents of nearby counties:
Clay

1

Clinton

29

Edwards

1

Effingham

11

Franklin

7

Gallatin

0

Hamilton

3

Jackson

45

Jefferson

15

Lawrence

5

Marion

16

Richland

3

Saline

3

Wabash

1

Wayne

0

White

1

Williamson

28

To no surprise, the heaviest concentration of electric vehicles in southern Illinois is in the more populated areas of the Metro-East,
including St Clair County (282), Madison County (287) and Monroe County (45). Cook County (Chicago) has the highest number
statewide, with 6,889 electric vehicles registered, followed by DuPage County with 4,596 and Lake County with 3,616 vehicles registered.

You can find a lot of information about electric vehicles on our website at WayneWhiteCoop.com including a comparison calculator
to show how much money can be saved by driving an electric car versus a gasoline car, when traveling the same distance in a week,
month, or year. There is also a $7,500 Federal tax Credit available on some electric vehicles by manufacturers such as Volkswagen,
Hyundai, Chevrolet, and Tesla.

FFA Program Helps Prepare Students for Variety of Real World Careers
By Randy Olson
Back when many of you were a high school student, the term “FFA” was identified
by most people as an organization that stood for “Future Farmers of America.”
After serving 21 years as an agriculture instructor at FCHS, who oversees the FFA
program, Curt Robbins is quick to point out that FFA is part of a curriculum that
certainly encompasses agriculture education, but also teaches many communication skills, record keeping and peer-to-peer experiences that can help prepare students for “real life” in a variety of different career paths in or out of agriculture.
FFA got away from their limited label of “Future Farmers” in 1988 for a variety of
reasons. Many people are seeing and understanding that in reality, FFA is having
more participation from “city” kids as compared to rural kids who live on a farm.
In fact, the FFA program at Fairfield High School guided by Robbins, has nearly 190
participants, and less than 10% of those 190 students are from a farming family.
With a total school enrollment of 424 students, that means that 45% of the entire
student body is involved in the FFA curriculum under Robbins at Fairfield. That is impressive.
If you flip through the pages of local newspapers or listen to news briefs on local
radio stations, you often hear about FFA students from Fairfield and other nearby
communities doing well in a variety of competitions. These success stories fall in
line with the FFA mission which reads: “making a positive difference in the lives of
students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and
career success through agriculture education.” Fairfield is nestled within Section 23
on the FFA Statewide map, which includes Wayne, Clay, Richland, Edwards, Wabash, and Lawrence counties. (see map to the left)
Curt Robbins grew up on a grain and livestock farm in Wayne County. His father
and grandfather were both active farmers. Curt showed pigs in 4-H as a youngster.
His grandfather, Clyde Robbins, later became a State Representative for this area of
southern Illinois, while continuing to be involved on the family farm.
After graduating from Fairfield High School, Curt went to college at Murray State
University where he played football for the Racers, as a tight end. He also studied
agriculture education as a major with the idea of being a teacher for “a few years,”
although that has now turned into 21 years. Robbins was able to play football under legendary coach, Houston Nutt, at Murray State before Coach Nutt moved on to
bigger football programs like Boise State and Arkansas.
After college, Robbins taught school and coached at Tolono-Unity High School for four years before coming home to his
alma mater. He explains that the biggest reason for the success of the FFA program at Fairfield is the opportunity to
achieve. “I have been blessed with a lot of good kids through the years,” said Robbins. “We have had success at the
State and National level and students want to be a part of that success. Now, I don’t have to try and recruit students
for the program like I
did the first few years.
It has reached a point
where I have students
coming to me and asking questions, with a
desire to get involved
in FFA.”
(See next page)

Robbins likes to emphasize to students that their success through the FFA program is also a very positive addition to list
on their resume and college application. “That’s one thing I really enjoy is Record Books, State Degrees and American
Degrees. Students have seen that these are great resume builders as they apply for college scholarships as well as college admission.,” said Robbins.
“FFA is a great foundation for success in life,” said Robbins. “I
have often been identified by the success of my students. For
example, I was recently referred to as Lane Harvey’s advisor, instead of Mr. Robbins.” Harvey was selected as the State VicePresident of FFA in 2019-2020, an honor that really put Fairfield
on the map. (Robbins and Harvey are both `pictured at right)
In 2008, the FFA program utilized a grant program as well as support from local citizens such as Ivan Jones and the Peters family to
build and install a greenhouse that is used widely by students.
They have an annual plant sale and other activities through the
use of the greenhouse by Horticulture teacher, Samantha Smith.
“Every class we have feeds off each other. We start each year
with a class known as Introduction to Agriculture. We cover everything from plants, animals, soils, mechanics, business, and try to
hit all of it. From that class, they can veer off and channel into a
direction that meets their true interest. There is something for
everybody in our FFA program.”
With the older farming generation retiring, there are a lot of career opportunities in agriculture, and not just the day-to
-day farming operation. Career opportunities are available at the
local and national level. It has often been said that “if you eat, you
have an interest in agriculture.” Robbins likes to put it another
way. “Where would we be without agriculture?” “I would say that
we would all be hungry and naked,” said Robbins, with a grin.
Reflecting back on the past 21 years, one of the things that Robbins is most proud of is the growth of the FFA program in Fairfield.
“We only had 36 students in the program my first year, and now
we have 190 students, with 75 of them, Freshman,” said Robbins.
“But I have enjoyed working with the students just as much in
those smaller classes as I do now in the larger groups.”
Jessica Vaughan won the first proficiency award for the local FFA
program. Fairfield has now had 8 Proficiency winners in total.
Lane Harvey was FFA State Vice-President, which was great exposure for the Fairfield program. He is the first State Officer from the
school. “It’s a big commitment to serve at the State Office level,
said Robbins. “You basically give up a year of your life, but it can also be very rewarding.” Morgan Doggett was Section
23 President when she came through the program in 2013. Several years later, she is now the Communications Manager for the National Propane Gas Association in Washington, DC. Some of her early skill sets were learned as a direct
result of her involvement in FFA. (Morgan Doggett is pictured at left receiving a State Award.)
During a 21-year stretch of achievements, Robbins said it is really difficult to single out a bunch of specific names, because so many students have been successful in life after FFA in high school. In fact, the list of occupations and professions that former students have successfully embarked upon include: farmers, bankers, heavy equipment operators,
welders, mechanics, doctors, teachers, nurses, nurse practitioners, speech pathologist, plumbers, electricians, electrical
lineman, manufacturing workers, broadcasters, salesman, loggers, business owners, agronomist, grain industry professionals, agribusiness professionals, and oil industry professionals. That is an impressive list.

An Astonishing List of Awards and Accolades by Curt Robbins and the Fairfield FFA Students Include:
2009, 2010, 2013, 2017 Section 23 IAVAT Excellence in Teaching
2010, 2013 District 5 Excellence in Teaching (Top Five in Illinois)
2014 Honorary State FFA Degree
2014 National Association of Agriculture Educators XLR8 Award Winner
13 American FFA Degree Winners (Previously 1 from 1928-2004)
77 Illinois FFA State Degree Winners (Previously 24 from 1928-2004)
92 Section FFA Proficiency Winners
37 District FFA Proficiency Winners
8 State FFA Proficiency Winners
1 State FFA Officer
6 Section 23 FFA Officer (2 Served as President Lane Harvey and Morgan Doggett)
2007-2011 Section 23 IAVAT Chairman
In 2017, Curt Robbins applied for a Community Impact Award known as “The Power to Do More” which was sponsored by a farm
chemical company. Applicants competed for a $10,000 cash award to be used in a unique way to impact their local community. As
a big football fanatic and aspiring football coach, Robbins knew
that the football field at the Train Yard needed some improvements and loving care. He was determined to win the award on
behalf of the football program at FCHS, and he did just that.
Competition was fierce for the award, but after spending time
with the television crew, Robbins won the $10,000 and donated
it for the needed improvements as his “impact” project. Football
has a big impact on the Fairfield community, it is a major social
event each year. The Mules football program has tasted much
success over the past decade. Improvements to the field were
welcomed. The contest effort and unselfish act by Robbins was
much appreciated by the school administration, athletic department, parents, players, and fans.
Take a drive by the Ag building at FCHS and you will see multiple green IDOT signs that were posted as a result of FFA success at the
State and National level through the years. It’s a lasting reminder for current & future students. As I wrapped up my sit-down interview with Curt, I asked him if he had other goals or plans for growth that he would like to see within the FFA program at Fairfield. He just smiled as he replied. “Every class I teach is now full, which is a good problem to have,” said Robbins “I continue to be
blessed by the students around me. If I can contribute anything to their future success, then my efforts are all well worth it.”
Electricity to the Robbins home and farm is
provided by Wayne-White Electric Cooperative. If you have a story idea for the monthly
newsletter, reach out to us at the Cooperative
by calling 842-2196 so we can feature your
story suggestion in a future issue. Our membership is filled with interesting people who
have unique hobbies, vocations, businesses,
collections, and stories to share. We always
enjoy sharing these stories with you.
If you look closely at this photo from a previous FFA student group in Fairfield, you might
recognize some local faces of people who are
now very successful in their careers. As you
can see, their involvement in FFA helped to lay
the foundation for their success in life.

On the FRONT COVER, Curt Robbins teaches one of the current FFA students how to
properly operate a cutting torch.

Cooperative to Participate in Customer Survey During this Month

Wayne-White Electric Cooperative will soon be offering our members the opportunity to share their thoughts
on what makes the “cooperative difference.” Consumers may be contacted to share their opinions via online
surveys or by a simple telephone conversation. The survey dates will range from May 3 to June 2, 2021.
A third-party research company will be conducting the survey on our behalf. They have done so since 2004.
The National Survey on the Cooperative Difference helps Wayne-White Electric Cooperative improve our service to the consumer, using firsthand information provided by our members, who receive our service.
When Cooperative members participate in the survey, they will be sending Wayne-White Electric Cooperative direct feedback about how they feel the co-op is doing in the areas of customer service, cooperative value, satisfaction, and reliability along with several other components. Consumer insight provides the very
foundation that our Cooperative needs to make continuous improvement and ultimately provide better service.
The survey will only take 15-20 minutes to complete. While survey questions will address customer satisfaction matters, reliability perceptions, and co-op strengths and weaknesses, consumers may also be asked their
opinions on renewable energies, electric vehicles, and emerging technologies.
The information shared will help Wayne-White Electric Cooperative see where it stands and will also show
where it stacks up nationally against other utilities and electric co-ops, similar in size and service.
The survey is completely optional, however we encourage members/customers to participate, if asked. Your
information provided will remain confidential, as in past surveys.

Anyone with questions or concerns about the survey should contact our office at (618) 842-2196.

Breakfast: Hash Brown Egg Bake
· Package (30 ounces) of frozen cubed hash brown
potatoes, thawed
· 1 pound bacon strips, cooked and crumbled
· 1 cup shredded cheddar cheese, divided
· 1/4 to 1/2 teaspoon salt
· 8 large eggs
· 2 cups whole milk
· Paprika

Asparagus Ham Dinner
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 cups uncooked corkscrew or spiral pasta
3/4 pound fresh asparagus, cut into 1-inch pieces
1 medium sweet yellow pepper, julienned
1 tablespoon olive oil
6 medium tomatoes, diced
6 ounces boneless fully cooked ham, cubed
1/4 cup minced fresh parsley
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon dried oregano
1/2 teaspoon dried basil
1/8 to 1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper
1/4 cup shredded Parmesan cheese

Cook pasta according to package directions. Meanwhile, in a large cast-iron or other heavy skillet, saute
asparagus and yellow pepper in oil until crisp-tender.
Add tomatoes and ham; heat through. Drain pasta;
add to mixture. Stir in parsley and seasonings. Sprinkle with cheese.

In a large bowl, combine the hash browns, bacon, 1/2 cup cheese and salt. Spoon into a
greased 13x9-in. baking dish. In another
large bowl, beat eggs and milk until blended;
pour over hash brown mixture. Sprinkle with
paprika.
Bake, uncovered, at 350° until a knife inserted in
center comes out clean, 45-50 minutes.
Sprinkle with remaining cheese.

