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Wayne County CEO Students Tour Cooperative and Learn from Staff 
Wayne-White Electric Cooperative recently had the pleasure of hosting the students from the Wayne County 
CEO program at the Cooperative head-
quarters in Fairfield. They were able to 
learn about the unique non-profit busi-
ness model of the Electric Cooperative, 
various career paths and job opportuni-
ties in this industry, and the many ways 
that we serve our members with de-
pendable electricity service in the 11-
county area. 

 

Students were able to see many of the 
lineman trucks and digger trucks we use 
on a daily basis, they toured our ware-
house where we store supplies such as 
wire, transformers, security lights, and 
many tools of the trade. 

 

Operations Manager, Erin Halley, led them in a demonstration about our unique loop-fed system and the ge-
nius behind our transmission grid that enables the Cooperative to switch feeds from different directions and 
alternative substations, thereby reducing outage times for our members (customers).   

 

They were also able to sit down and discuss many aspects of the Cooperative with Manager/CEO, Chris Hop-
finger, who explained to them the concept of Capital Credits, and how we give back any margins that are ac-
cumulated in a specific year, to the members in the form of a Capital Credit check.  Students also learned 
about the role of Hoosier Energy, and how Wayne-White is actually a member-owner of Hoosier Energy, just 
like our members are owners of Wayne-White.  They learned that our board is made up of members 
(customers) of the Cooperative, and that every member has an opportunity to vote at our Annual Meeting. 

 

The Wayne County CEO program teaches 
leadership, encouragement, and creativity 
through entrepreneurship education.   
Wayne-White Electric Cooperative is one of 
the local investors (sponsors) of the annual 
program, which is open to students from any 
high school in Wayne County.  Alyssa Short is 
the local facilitator of the group.   One the 
highlights of the annual CEO program is the 
Trade Show that students will participate in 
near the end of the school year.  At the Trade 
Show, each students will unveil their own 
businesses. 



Ductless Mini-Split Systems Continue to Gain in Popularity 
Ductless mini split systems are starting to overcome traditional central air systems for supremacy in the home remod-
eling HVAC market. While central air systems use powerful equipment to move staggering amounts of air throughout 
the whole house via ductwork, mini split systems isolate the air move-
ment to the specific rooms where it is needed, using individual in-room 
air handlers for the task.  Mini-Split systems are extremely efficient with 
SEER ratings easily topping 20 SEER on many models, while most tradi-
tional heat pumps are in the 14 to 17 SEER range.   Mini-Split systems 
are extremely quiet, and most have a remote control. 

Although Mini-splits were originally designed to be “zoned” with sepa-
rate air handlers in each room, there are some manufacturers who have 
now devised a method by which a Mini-Split can actually feed into a 
traditional duct system of a home.  Talk to your favorite HVAC dealer 
about the affordability and energy efficiency of Mini-Split Heat Pumps.  
They qualify for the Incentive Rebate program at Wayne-White Electric 
Cooperative, which can be $300, $750, or $1,500 in the form of an actu-
al check paid to you for upgrading your home with more efficient 
heating and cooling technology, using a Mini-Split.  It all depends upon 
the scope of your project, and what you might be replacing or upgrad-
ing at your home.  Visit our website for more details or call us at 842-2196. 

Board Member Elections at Next Annual Meeting in June 
The next Annual Meeting for members of the Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative will be on Friday, June 3rd, 2022 at the Wayne City High School 
complex.  Three board of director’s seats will be up for election.  They are the 
seats currently held by Ken Lamont (District #4), Steve Becker (District #8), 
and Noel Edmison (District #9).  Any member of the electric cooperative is 
eligible to pick-up a petition to run for a seat, if they live in one of the three 
districts mentioned above.  Petitions can be picked up at the cooperative be-
ginning on March 7, 2022 and must be returned with signatures to the coop-
erative office by April 19, 2022. 

 

  

Daylight Savings Time  
Returns to our Area on  
Sunday Morning, March 13th 
 
Move your clock forward by 1 hour before 
you go to bed on Saturday, March 12th 
(Spring Forward) 

 



   You Have Solar Questions?  We Provide Some Solar Answers 
Solar Energy continues to be in the news a lot, and as a result many people have questions about the potential use of solar power 
for their home.  At Wayne-White Electric Cooperative, we don’t discourage anyone from purchasing and installing solar panels at 
their home, because we actually have a Net Billing policy in place to enable you to have solar panels, and still be safely connected 
to the grid.  But we want to be certain that you have accurate answers to your questions and avoid some of the misinformation 
regarding solar energy that often gets tossed around in the coffee shops or out on Social media. 

There are a lot of numbers tossed around by salesmen 
about quick payback of the system, becoming totally 
energy independent, etc.  It’s important to look at “real 
world numbers” and experiences of people with solar 
panels to truly understand if the economics will make 
sense for you as an investment. 

We have a handful of members (customers) who have 
invested in solar panels for residential use.  One of 
them is Chad and Natasha Hershey of Wayne County, 
who not only have solar panels, but they also have a 
Tesla battery pack, as well as an energy efficient Geo-
thermal system for their heating and cooling.   The Her-
shey’s have been able to make a significant dent into 
their monthly power bill in the summer months, reduc-
ing their electric bill to the Cooperative by more than 50%.  That is the good news. 

For example, their total KWh’s consumed and purchased from Wayne-White before the installation of solar panels in June of 2020 
was 1,968  KWh’s with a bill of $269.00 before taxes.   One year later, in June of this year with the solar panels and battery storage 
in place, they consumed 1,072 KWh’s and they had 531 KWh’s of SBB (Solar Buy Back) for a total Wayne-White bill of $120.80 be-
fore taxes, which was a nice savings of $149.00 compared to the previous year.   However, in the winter months, the sun doesn’t 
shine as high or as long in the day, so the savings has been less.  In December of 2020, their Wayne-White usage (before solar pan-
els and battery storage) was 2,001 KWh’s for a bill of $238.00 before taxes.   In December 2021 with Solar panels, their energy con-
sumption from Wayne-White was 1,461 KWh’s and they had just 78 KWh’s of SBB (Solar Buy Back) for a total Wayne-White bill of 
$187.43 before taxes.  That represents a savings of $51.00 in December (about 22% savings from previous year). 

The Hershey’s have a system that is roughly 14.4 KW in size, which equals about 12 KW that is useable.  One drawback to their set-
up is the fact that 30 of the panels on their roof face to the West, while only 10 panels face to the South.  This is simply because of 
the way that the home is situated on their property.  Ideally, you would want all of your panels to face to the South for optimum 
sun exposure.   
 
But, they did a lot of things right when they had their system installed, including the type of inverters they selected, according to 
Hershey.  “We went with the micro inverters instead of the string inverters,” said Chad.  “With the micro set-up every panel literal-
ly has its own inverter which can be very important on a partly cloudy day.  For example, if you have ten panels and a cloud covers 
5 of the ten panels, none of your panels are generating energy with a string inverter, because they are all interconnected.  Since we 
have the micro inverters, even though a cloud might cover 5 of 10 panels for a period of time, those other 5 panels in the sun are 
still generating energy, so over a period of a month that can make a 
significant difference, in my opinion.” 

The cost of the micro inverters is more expensive than string inverters 
and the maintenance associated with them can also be more costly 
over time, although the Hershey’s have had no maintenance issues 
thus far, and their system has been in place for almost a full year. 

The Tesla battery panel has given the Hershey’s the ability to “bank” 
energy that was generated by their panels during the day and use it at 
night.  “We have learned a lot about managing our energy consump-
tion better and turning off electronics that are not needed to be in 
use,” said Hershey.  “I have an App from Tesla plus some additional 
Apps that allow me to remotely turn on or turn off various circuits in 
our home.  Just this feature alone has made us more aware of our 
consumption and therefore more energy efficient.”  



While some Wayne-White members have a back-up generator to use in case of a power outage, the Hershey’s have already real-
ized a benefit to having a storage battery within their system.  “Shortly after our installation was done last year, a tree fell into the 
power line down the road and knocked out power to many of our neighbors,” said Hershey.  “We never knew about it until after 
the fact, because we were running our house on the 
battery pack at the time.” 

One major drawback to the single Tesla battery pack 
that the Hershey’s have in place is the fact that it will 
not power anything with 240 volts, only 120 volts.  
Therefore, it will not power their heating & cooling sys-
tem, or their hot tub.  But, as far lighting, refrigerator, 
freezers, microwave, television, computers, etc., they 
can all run in a normal fashion from stored power in 
their battery pack. 

At Wayne-White, we have solar panels in our energy 
portfolio at Hoosier Energy, meaning that a small per-
centage of the electricity you receive from us on the grid 
is generated by solar panels.  But, the idea of replacing 
natural gas and coal-fired power plants with solar panels 
alone is just not feasible or cost effective.  For example, 
the amount of electricity generated by the coal-fired plant at Merom is 5.1 billion KWh’s.   To generate the same amount of elec-
tricity as Merom, it would require 9,444,444 solar panels, placed side by side that would stretch 5,873 miles, which is equal to the 
distance from Indianapolis, Indiana to China.  In short, solar panels can offset some of the electricity load and demand, but the cost 
effectiveness and overall energy produced by solar is still a drop in the bucket.  

There are a lot of solar companies and marketers doing speculation right now in southern Illinois, by attempting to lease up land 
for large scale solar farms.  While there is nothing wrong with that in theory, there are many factors that need to be considered, 
and questions that should be asked if you live in or near a potential solar farm. 

Would you want to have your home or farm surrounded by hundreds of solar panels? 
What would that do to your property value if you want to sell and move? 
What is the actual lifespan of the panels? What happens after that useful life span? 
Could the land ever be used for farming again with all the buried cable, concrete, etc.? 
Solar panels are not easily recycled since they are made of glass and metallic solder. 
Has consideration been made to avoid water lines, gas lines, fiber optic cable, etc.? 
What is the real maintenance cost for the panels, servo motors, bearings, that wear out? 
Is the location of the solar farm in close proximity of a substation for interconnect to the grid? 
Solar panels do not generate electricity at night, and battery back-up is still too costly. 

You can learn more about solar energy on our website at this link:  http://waynewhitecoop.com/pages/Solar including two in-
formative VIDEOS about the “5 tips to consider before installing a Solar Panel System,” as well as “Analyzing your Electric Usage 
and Understanding Solar Capabilities.”  In the meantime, how do you wade through the lengthy list of solar salespeople and in-
stallers?  Ask questions, research, check references, and look for an installation company that is accredited by NABCEP.    



Supply Chain Issues are now Affecting Supplies at the Cooperative 
Are you thinking about installing new service or upgrading electric service at your 
farm or grain bin?  It is important that you plan much farther ahead of time, due to 
shortages and extended lead time needed to acquire materials at the Cooperative.   
You have seen this fact play out in the national news nearly every day.  The supply 
chain crisis has hit many different industries, including several of the vendors that 
supply equipment and materials to Wayne-White Electric Cooperative.   

Delays in manufacturing as well as shipping delays 
have resulted in lengthy lead times to get routine 
materials and equipment such as pad-mount trans-
formers, pole-mount transformers, meters, meter 
sockets, wire, poles, and fiberglass box pads.  Therefore, if you are looking to do a pro-
ject at your home or farm, you need to let us know as soon as possible, and allow plenty 
of lead time for materials to arrive.   These unfortunate delays are beyond our control, 
but we are working closely and diligently with all of our vendors as well as other Cooper-
atives to obtain and inventory the equipment and 
supplies we need.  

A good example of the lengthy delay is the planned project to install new meters 
throughout the City of Fairfield to all customers of the City electric distribution 
grid.  There are over 3,400 meters and related equipment that were ordered early 
last April for that project, but after more than ten months, they are still not here.  
The original plan was to have all of those meters  in-house and installed well be-
fore January 1st, but you cannot install what you don’t have.  We appreciate the 
patience of everyone who might be waiting on a vital piece of equipment that is 
needed to complete an upgrade or new service installation.  Please allow plenty of 
lead time for your next project.  If you have questions, call us at (618) 842-2196. 

 

     Automatic Bank Draft Could Simplify Your Life, Save Money 
How many of your monthly bills do you currently pay online or through automatic bank draft?  Is your electric bill one 
of them?  If not, you might want to consider an Automatic Bank Draft each month from the bank of your choice to pay 
your Wayne-White bill when it is due on the 15th of the month.  It is so easy.  The Automatic Bank Draft saves you 
time, worry, hassle and money.  No more buying postage stamps to mail your payment or burning gasoline to drive to 
our office to pay in person or drop off your payment in our drop box.    

 
You will still receive a bill each month by paper 
or by email so that you will know the amount 
of your bill.  Naturally, the amount you pay will 
also show up as a transaction on your bank 
statement.   We have several hundred people 
who safely use the Automatic Bank Draft op-
tion each month at the Cooperative.   You can 
begin to pay your electric bill in the same man-
ner by simply filling out the form on the next 
page of this newsletter, or download it and 
print it from our website.  If you have any    
additional questions, call us at (618) 842-2196. 





 
      

Chicken Rice Bowl 
• 1 cup uncooked instant rice 
• 1 cup chicken broth 
• 1/2 cup chopped frozen green pepper, thawed 
• 1/4 cup chopped onion 
• 2 teaspoons olive oil 
• 1 package (9 ounces) ready-to-use grilled chicken 
breast strips 
• 1/2 cup frozen corn, thawed 
• 1/2 cup frozen peas, thawed 
• 1 teaspoon dried basil 
• 1 teaspoon rubbed sage 
• 1/8 teaspoon salt 
• 1/8 teaspoon pepper 
 

Cook rice in broth according to package directions. 
Meanwhile, in a large skillet, saute’ the green pepper 
and onion in oil for 2-3 minutes or until crisp-tender. 
Stir in the chicken, corn, peas, basil and sage. Cook, 
uncovered, for 4-5 minutes over medium heat or un-
til heated through. Stir in the rice, salt and pepper.  

      Chili Dog Pizza 
• 1 tube (11 ounces) refrigerated thin pizza crust 
• 1/2 cup yellow mustard 
• 1 can (15 ounces) chili with beans (or leftover 
chili) 
• 6 hot dogs, sliced 
• 2 cups shredded cheddar cheese 
• Chopped onion, and sweet pickle relish, optional 
 
• Preheat oven to 425°. Unroll and press dough 
into bottom of a greased 15x10x1-in. baking pan. 
Bake until edges are lightly browned, 5-7 minutes. 
• Spread with mustard; top with chili, hot dogs 
and cheese. Bake until crust is golden and cheese is 
melted, 10-15 minutes. If desired, sprinkle with on-
ion and relish.  
 
NOTE:  If you have younger kids or grandkids, they 
will love this unique way to combine pizza with chili 
and hotdogs.  Have fun with it.  The end results are 
better than you might think. 

 


