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Board Member Elections at Next Annual Meeting
The next Annual Meeting for members of the Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative is scheduled to be held on
Friday, June 4, 2021 at the
Wayne City Unit 100 High
School complex. Obviously, the
ongoing pandemic situation and
the IDPH rules associated with
building capacity could affect
the date, or the location of the
Annual Meeting. We will keep
the membership informed.
Three board of director’s seats
will be up for election. They are
the seats currently held by Larry
Hosselton (District #1), Bryan
Williams (District #5), and Rick
Rubenacker (District #7). Any
member of the electric cooperative is eligible to pick-up a petition to run for a seat, if they live
in one of the three districts
mentioned above. Petitions can
be picked up at the cooperative beginning on March 8, 2021 and must be returned with signatures to the cooperative
office by April 20, 2021.

Hamilton Memorial Receives Much Needed Funding for Improvements
Wayne-White Electric Cooperative recently sponsored a REDLG loan with Hamilton Memorial Hospital in McLeansboro.
This Rural Development investment will be used to provide a loan to Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative who
will then relend the funds to the Hamilton Memorial Hospital. These Funds will be used to replace the current roof covering the medical surgery center, radiology, and the lab area of the hospital. The total project cost is $725,000, with
the REDLG loan amount at $580,000 while the hospital
contributed $145,000 towards the project.
The variety of services the hospital provides in Hamilton County are vital to all residents. Hamilton Memorial currently employs over 200 people, with 70 of those
jobs being housed in this project facility. This project is
located in an opportunity zone. The REDLG program is
administered and funded through the USDA, with
Wayne-White Electric serving as the intermediary lender in the process.
Cooperative daily operating funds are not used for
these loans, and therefore are not at risk. Pictured in
the attached photo is Mary Warren from the USDA,
together with Britt Shepherd and Daryl Donjon of
Wayne-White, and Victoria Woodrow and Justin Epperson of Hamilton Memorial Hospital.

Meet a Member with a Determination to Show Appreciation to Others
By Randy Olson
A random act of kindness can go a long way. Nobody understands that better
than Co-Op member, Don Phipps, who has been battling Cancer, and taking
treatments for several months, yet he continues to show kindness to those in the
medical field who have cared for him along his health journey. Don Phipps spent
most of his life as a self-employed HVAC contractor, installing heating & airconditioning in homes and businesses throughout southeastern Illinois.
Don opened a shop in Carmi in 1980 after working for his Uncle for over 14 years
in the heating & air business. Several years later, he retired after working for
over 53 years in the trade. He turned the business over to his son, who is still in
operation today.
“After a few years, I ran out of something to do,” said Phipps. “I remember a lady telling me about how her husband used to make nightlights out of wood, so I thought I would tinker with
that idea a little.”
It didn’t take long for Don to become very good at turning the wood needed to create the unique one-of-akind night light designs. “I wanted to do something different, nothing was to be the same,” said Phipps.
Due to his Cancer diagnosis and his thankfulness for those who were helping him extend his life, Mr. Phipps
decided to give night lights to five of the nurses that had been taking care of him. He carefully turned the
wood, and began to search for just the right socket and light bulb to fit into his projects.
After searching all the area hardware stores, he thought about the electric cooperative where he was a member. Don wondered if maybe someone at Wayne-White could help him. Fortunately, we were able to help
him locate the small socket & bulbs that he needed, online, and we ordered them in for him. They fit just perfect, so he was able to complete his labor of love, despite making regular visits to medical facilities for chemo
treatments.
Mr. Phipps got on a roll in his shop and manufactured the 5 nightlights for the nurses, as well as four lights
for his doctors. Then he decided to make lights for a few more nurses and a Nurse Practitioner, as well as
some of us who helped with ordering the sockets and bulbs. “My idea
of five initial nightlights soon turned into twenty,” said Phipps. “But
each light is different and unique. The only thing the same is the
green felt on the bottom of them, which I got from an old pool hall
that was getting rid of their pool table covers.”
Phipps said that he has just two more lights to deliver. One is going to
his doctor in Evansville, who he has an appointment to see real soon,
and another light he is hoping to give to a person who has inspired
him and many others in our community with his refusal to quit under
difficult circumstances. “This person didn’t quit, he’s been a battler,
and I hope to give him a light too, to show my appreciation to him and
to lift his spirits,” said Phipps. “We owe him a debt of gratitude.”
Staring down a diagnosis of Cancer, Don Phipps is still concerned
about others, and is determined to fulfill these random acts of kindness. Hopefully his story and his actions have inspired you today, just
like it did me.

Member Focuses on Labor of Love to Preserve the Past
By Randy Olson
Rickey Garrett lives in a restored 1842 log cabin near the Little Wabash River in Wayne
County. His love and appreciation for log cabins has spilled over into a hobby that has
seen him and his son, Ricky Jr., restore several Civil War era cabins and barns on the east
edge of Wayne County, and into Edwards County. “I love the old stuff,” said Garrett.
“They don’t make them like this anymore.”

In fact, there is a stretch of road you can drive along and see a lot of the Garrett’s restoration handy work in person
from the comfort of your vehicle. Rickey originally went
to college at SIU where he studied archeology. He has
spent most of his life as a Union Carpenter, Brick Mason, and Backhoe Operator. He began getting into some
serious Log Cabin Restoration in the 1970’s.
It was 1975 when he restored his own log cabin, which
dates back to 1842 (see original cabin “before” at left).
He has also restored or constructed additional log cabins that are owned by Mike Clevenger, Glen Borah, Jerry
Friend, Mary Porter, Richard Kline, Jerry Wilkerson, John
Keoughan, Ronald Borah, Robbie Taylor, and Greg Burgess.
Along the way, Garrett spent many years doing construction and remodeling with WACO Construction, where he
worked on a variety of projects such as the Appellate Courthouse in Mt Vernon, RAX Restaurant in Fairfield, Clay City
Bank, Friend Oil Company, High Rise Building in Fairfield, Moose Lodge in Albion, just to name a few.

Garrett has amazing skill sets and experience at laying stone fireplaces, and he has built dozens of them for people in
the area. “I estimate that I have probably laid
around 9,000 tons of stone during my life,” said
Garrett. “It’s been hard on my body, so I have
really slowed down.”

Pictured at right, is the restored cabin owned
by Rickey Garrett, which dates back to 1842.
Isn’t it amazing to see the before and after
transformation that took place? The Garrett’s
have done a great job at preserving the past.
(see next page)

The cabin that the Garrett’s restored for Ronald Borah, came from Buckman, TN. That project was completed by them
in 2002. The weight of the logs and beams that are used in these homes and cabins is astronomical. “During restoration, we used a backhoe to take them down and a crane to put them back up,” said Garrett. “The weight of the wood
in my 1842 cabin runs about 65 lbs per running foot.”
One of the ten cabins restored by Garrett in Wayne and Edwards county is owned by Glen Borah (at right). It is a Civil
War era cabin that features 46-foot long red oak, square
notched, and all threads put in corners with 10 inch nails.
Here you can see the BEFORE and AFTER photos of this restoration project to fully appreciate the talent and the hard labor
involved from start to finish.

Since Garrett is such a craftsman at making stone fireplaces, heating the log cabins is never a problem. “They
put out a lot of heat,” he said. “Cooling also not much of
a problem because the logs stay cold. The only air I have
is a little window air.”

The Garrett’s certainly have a vision and flair for restoring life to
these old structures. Now at nearly age 74, Rickey Garrett has
slowed down, but loves to reflect back on the restoration process that took place in these cabins. “Fortunately, I took a lot of
pictures, but I also have some home movies too, which show the
before and after process taking place. I just love the old stuff,
and it’s a very important part of my life.”

Here is the Richard Kline cabin (above) and to the
right, showing the amazing before and after transformation that took place. This cabin dates back to the
1880’s and was restored by the Garretts in 1990.

Free Festival Guides Available in the Cooperative Office
With more of the economy opening back up, and more events and festivals returning to the calendar, you might wish
to pick-up a FREE copy of the Indiana
Festival Guide, available in our lobby.
This guide details many festivals and
events throughout the State of Indiana,
which you can enjoy with your family
after a short drive. Stop by the office
and pick up your FREE copy on the Indiana Festival Guide this week, while
supplies last.

Air Evac Lifeteam Continues to Expand Locations Across the Nation

Many members/customers of Wayne-White Electric Cooperative are also members of Air Evac Lifeteam, part
of the AirMedCare Network, which provides air ambulance service from 320 locations in 38 states. As a
Wayne-White member, you can sign-up for Air Evac Lifeteam for just $5.00 per month, which is added to
your electric bill. This dependable air ambulance service can transport you or a family member to the nearest appropriate hospital to provide care in a life-threatening or limb-threatening emergency. You have likely
seen the helicopter bases in Mt Vernon and Effingham.
With coverage like this, you have access
to Air Evac almost anywhere you might
travel to. Since many accidents happen
away from home, this can give you and
your family peace of mind. A typical air
ambulance flight could cost you well over
$40,000 if you paid for it outright. Your
membership in (AirMedCare Network)
Air Evac Lifeteam for just $5.00 a month,
picks up the cost of the air ambulance
service for any amount not covered by
health insurance, that you might have.
Learn more details on our website or stop
by our office to sign-up for Air-Evac Lifeteam (AirMedCare Network).

Wayne-White Offering Level-2 Chargers for Electric Cars

Sausage Zucchini Skillet
• 1 pound Italian turkey sausage links, casings removed
• 2 large zucchini, cut into 1/2-in. pieces
• 1 large sweet onion, chopped
• 2 garlic cloves, minced
• 1 can (14-1/2 ounces) no-salt-added diced tomatoes, undrained
• 1/4 teaspoon pepper
• 2 cups hot cooked brown rice
In a large nonstick skillet coated with cooking
spray, cook sausage, zucchini and onion over
medium-high heat 6-8 minutes or until sausage is no longer pink, breaking up sausage
into crumbles. Add garlic; cook 1 minute
longer. Drain.

Bacon Cheeseburger Rice
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 pound ground beef
1-3/4 cups water
2/3 cup barbecue sauce
1 tablespoon prepared mustard
2 teaspoons dried minced onion
1/2 teaspoon pepper
2 cups uncooked instant rice
1 cup shredded cheddar cheese
1/3 cup chopped dill pickles
5 bacon strips, cooked & crumbled
In a large skillet over medium heat, cook beef until
no longer pink; drain. Add the water, barbecue
sauce, mustard, onion and pepper.
Bring to a boil; stir in the rice. Sprinkle with cheese.
Reduce heat; cover and simmer for 5 minutes.
Sprinkle with pickles and bacon.

Stir in tomatoes and pepper; bring to a boil. Reduce heat; simmer, uncovered, 4-5 minutes
or until liquid is evaporated, stirring occasionally. Serve with rice.

