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IMPACT OF CORONAVIRUS 

Obviously, the world has changed due to the Covid-19 Pandemic.  Who would ever have expected such a major impact 
in such a short period of time? 

As part of our due diligence, we have been evaluating the potential impact on your cooperative and, as a result, on you 
personally as member-owners of the cooperative. 

 

IMPACT ON REVENUE AND MARGINS 

We are unsure at this time of the total impact, but we expect a revenue decline from our largest member, Hamilton 
County Coal.  More dramatic, however, may be the impact on revenue from our oil production members.  They have 
been hit with a double whammy of Covid-19 and Russia’s attempt to decimate our oil industry. 

At this time, although we do not know the total magnitude, because of our strong financial position, we do not antici-
pate that we will need to adjust the electric rates to you, our member-owners. 

 

CAPITAL CREDITS 

We budgeted this year to retire approximately $2.0 Million dollars in Capital Credits for the years 1996 and 1997.  But, 
because of the active COVID-19 Pandemic and the need to help you, our member-owners, who may be really struggling 
financially, the Board has decided to pay Capital Credits for last year (2019) in lieu of 1996 and 1997.  This will put mon-
ey in the hands of current members.  This is planned to be a one-time event only and then we will return to our normal 
policy and pay Capital Credits on 1996 and 1997 next year.   To put this in perspective, for the average monthly resi-
dential member who uses 1,072 KWH’s per month, this amounts to a payment of approximately $88.  Again, that is the 
average.  Some members will receive more than that amount, some will receive less, based upon their actual electric 
consumption in 2019.  We anticipate mailing out checks by the end of June or early July. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING 

As you know, we suspended our Annual Meeting scheduled for March 20th in Wayne City due to the Coronavirus. We 
would like to hold the Annual Meeting later in the year but are unsure when it would be safe to do so with the size of 
the crowd that normally attends.  Since we have no contested director elections and the proposed By-law resolutions 
could be deferred until next year, it could be cancelled all together and not adversely impact your cooperative, howev-
er, that is not our preference at this time.  

 

Daryl Donjon 
Manager/CEO  



   Capital Credit Checks to Arrive This Summer 
 
As mentioned in the Manager/CEO column by Daryl Donjon, Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative is again paying out patronage capital credits this summer.  But as 
he explained, the process is different this year due to 
the virus pandemic.   The board of directors voted to 
retire Patronage Capital Credits in the amount of $2 
Million to be payable to Members who received elec-
tricity from the cooperative last year in 2019.  This fol-
lows a temporary “last in, last out basis” with the 
idea of helping current members, because many peo-
ple have been negatively impacted by the pandemic.   
 
This is a one-time exception, and the cooperative will 
return to our normal method of “first in, first out ba-
sis,” next year when we will plan to pay Capital Cred-
its to members from 1996 & 1997. The board feels 
that the one-time change this year is in the best      
interest of the Cooperative & the membership. 
   
If you were a member of the cooperative in 2019, 
buying electricity from Wayne-White during last year, 
you should see a check in your mailbox very soon. 
 
One of the benefits of being a member of Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative 
is that you share in any margins that the Cooperative earns. We call your share of the 
margins “Capital Credits” because margins originate with what you pay, also called 
“Capital,” to the Cooperative when you buy electricity.   Older members understand this 
benefit of our unique business model.  For younger members, this will likely be new. 

 
  
 
Wayne-White Electric Cooperative op-
erate as a not-for-profit corporation 
and our rates are set to cover the cost 
of doing business, not to generate a 
profit. Money received from the sale of 
electricity to members is used to pay 
operating expenses, make payments 
on any loans, and provide an emer-
gency reserve.  
 
Any amount remaining is called mar-
gins, which is allocated to a capital 
credit account for every member 





   Cooperative & Hoosier Energy Assist City of Fairfield 
The Mobile Substation from Hoosier Energy of Bloomington, Indiana arrived in Fairfield and was tied in to-
gether at the City substation located behind the Fairfield Fire Department. It is providing temporary back-up 
power to the City of Fairfield 
while repairs are made to their 
substation.  There are 4 trailers 
of mobile substation gear and 
a trailer of heavy electric cable 
visible at the site.   
 

Hoosier Energy is a G&T Elec-
tric Cooperative, of which 
Wayne-White Electric Cooper-
ative is a member-owner, 
along with 17 other electric 
distribution cooperatives. The 
City of Fairfield entered into an 
agreement with Hoosier Ener-
gy for rental of the mobile sub-
station, while repairs to the 
city's existing substation are 
being made, which includes 
the replacement of under-
ground feeder cable. 
 

 

Although Wayne-White does not currently provide 
primary or back-up power to the City of Fairfield, 
the Cooperative has extended our hand as a good 
neighbor to provide engineering assistance and 
equipment to the city, while their utility employ-
ees take care of their needed repairs.  The “pen 
substation” was significantly damaged by a fire in 
their underground circuits back in July of 2019.  
 

This particular substation is the main distribution 
substation in the municipal electric utility grid 
within the city service area.  Repairs to the under-
ground feeder lines are of great concern to city 
officials with the upcoming warm weather and 
peak demand of air conditioner usage around the 
corner.  The mobile substation rental from Hoosier 
Energy will prevent a widespread power outage in 
the city while the repairs are completed. 



     Flood Waters Can Impact Safety Around Electricity 
Heavy rains can occasionally cause flooding in our area, which can raise concerns about safety. 
Most often, we see flooding in lowland areas, homes and basements.  Wayne-White Electric Coop-
erative reminds everyone to be alert to electrical 
equipment that could be energized and in contact 
with water, along with other potential hazards that 
can create a serious threat of electrocution. Clean-
ing up and using water-damaged appliances also 
carry safety risks. It is also important that parents 
and other caregivers make sure children and 
grandchildren are aware of these hazards as well. 
 
The prospect of an electrical accident is probably 
not top of mind when you’re dealing with a flooded 
basement, room or even outdoors.  But it’s the first 
thing you should think of before you step foot in the water. 

 
Safety measures to keep in mind include: 
• Never drive into flooded waters. 
• Never step into a flooded basement or other room if wa-
ter may be in contact with electrical outlets, appliances or 
cords. 
• Never attempt to turn off power at the breaker box if you 
must stand in water to do so. If you can’t reach your breaker 
box safely, call your electric utility to shut off power at the 
meter. 
• Never use electric appliances or touch electric wires, 
switches or fuses when you’re wet or when you’re standing 
in water. 

• Keep electric tools and equipment at least 10 feet away from wet surfaces. Do not use electric 
yard tools if it’s raining or the ground is wet. 
 
 
If an electrical appliance has been in 
contact with water, have a professional 
check it out before it is used. It may need 
to be repaired or replaced. 
A good safety measure is to have 
ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs) 
professionally installed on outlets.  
These safety devices can cut off power 
instantly if there’s a problem. 
 
GFCIs are recommended for outdoor 
outlets, and outlets near wet areas of the 
home such as kitchen, bath and laundry 
room.  If you do not have GFCI’s outlet 
receptacles installed in your home, talk 
to a qualified electrician. 



Home Insulation: More Important Than Ever 
By Randy Olson 

As homeowners try to control energy costs and still maintain comfort, the need to have effective insulation in your home 
is more important than ever.  Insulation keeps your home warm in the winter and cool in the summer.  Insulation levels 
are specified by an R-Value. The R-Value is a measure of insulation’s ability to resist (hot or cool) air traveling through it. The 
higher the R-Value the better the performance of the insulation.  Therefore, an R-Value of 19 would not be as good as 40.   So 

what is the best type of insulation to use?  There are several 
types to choose from in both batt and blown-in form including fi-
berglass, cellulose, rigid foam board, and spray foam.  Reflective 
insulation (radiant barrier) is another insulating product which can 
help save energy in hot , sunny climates.   
 
The insulation product you choose is probably going to be based 
upon price as well as whether you intend to do it yourself.  While 
cost is a concern, keep in mind that good insulation will pay for 
itself over a period of time, and thereafter will save you money on 
your energy bill in BOTH the cooling season and the heating sea-
son.  Energy Star, a government organization, states that proper 

insulation can save a homeowner up to 20% on their energy bill.  Good insulation is also an advantage if you ever decide to 
sell your home.  It adds to, or maintains the property value. 
 

While cellulose insulation might be a little more costly to purchase and install than fiber-
glass batts, we strongly recommend it to homeowners.  Many local installers offer a cellu-
lose product that has a consistent R-Value of 40 to 49.  It contains a registered fungicide 
that makes it resistant to mold and mildew.  Made from recycled newspapers, cellulose in-
sulation is generally resistant to insects, rodents, and fire. Cellulose is able to be packed 
much tighter around plumbing, wiring, and fixtures.  The air infiltration in your building enve-
lope is greatly reduced with cellulose insulation.  It can be applied to both new homes and 

retro-fit to existing homes.  It can be applied to the walls, attics, 
and crawl spaces.   
 

Some of the area insulation professionals are very thorough and courteous.  In fact, some of them go 
out of their way to lay down drop cloths in the existing home to keep from tracking in dirt and mois-
ture from the outside.  Good insulation installers are very cautious about carefully caulking around 
attic doors (when applicable) and take great care to accurately measure and cut each hole in the wall 
to effectively retro-fit the customer’s home with cellulose insu-
lation.  They usually come prepared with everything they 

needed to complete the job in one visit, unless it is a very large home, where they are 
doing the outside walls as well as the attic.  Professional insulation installers generally 
operate with a large truck that houses the insulation, application machine, and the hos-
es, they need to do the job correctly. 
 

The fire retardant properties of cellulose insulation have been well documented by ener-
gy experts like Doug Rye and others.  They have demonstrated on video the fact that 
you can hold a blow torch over a handful of cellulose insulation with no harm done to 
the hand.  Just search YouTube for a video example.  Another huge advantage of cellu-
lose insulation compared to other types of insulation is the superior sound-proofing 
properties.   The insulation is highly-effective at eliminating outside noise and absorbing 
sound between rooms.  

Foam spray-in insulation is another very good type of insulation with many of the same insulation properties and benefits as 
cellulose.  However, if you compare cost, you will usually find that cellulose is lower cost than foam.  There are a variety of 
hardware stores in the region that also “rent” machines to enable you to blow-in cellulose insulation yourself, if it is just an attic 



 Slow Cooker Buffalo Chicken Salad 
• 1-1/2 pounds boneless skinless chicken breast 
halves 
• 3/4 cup Buffalo wing sauce 
• 3 tablespoons butter 
• 1 envelope ranch salad dressing mix 
• 1 package (10 ounces) hearts of romaine salad mix 
• 1 cup julienned carrot 
• 1 medium ripe avocado, peeled and cubed 
• 1/2 cup crumbled blue cheese 
• 1/2 cup blue cheese salad dressing 
 

Place chicken in a 1-1/2- or 3-qt. slow cooker. Top 
with wing sauce, butter and ranch dressing 
mix. Cook, covered, on low until thermometer 
inserted in chicken reads 165°, 2-1/2 to 3 
hours.  

Remove chicken; shred with 2 forks. Reserve 1/3 
cup cooking juices; discard remaining juices. 
Return chicken and reserved juices to slow 
cooker; heat through. 

Add romaine salad mix to a serving dish. Top with 
shredded chicken, carrots, avocado and blue 
cheese; drizzle with blue cheese dressing. 
Serve immediately.  

    Chicken Sweet Potato Skillet 
-  1 tablespoon olive oil 
·  2 medium sweet potatoes, cubed (about 1/2 inch 
cubes) 
·  1/2 medium onion, finely chopped 
·  1 garlic clove, minced 
·  2 cups cubed cooked chicken 
·  1 can (15 ounces) black beans, rinsed and drained 
·  1 medium zucchini, chopped 
·  1 cup reduced-sodium chicken broth 
·  1 cup salsa 
·  1/2 large sweet red pepper, chopped 
·  1 teaspoon ground cumin 
·  1 teaspoon chili powder 
·  1/4 teaspoon salt 
·  1/4 teaspoon pepper 
·  Optional: sour cream and minced fresh cilantro 

In a large skillet, heat oil over medium-high 
heat. Add sweet potatoes and onion; cook 
and stir until lightly browned, 5-8 minutes. 
Add garlic; cook 1 minute longer. Stir in 
chicken, black beans, zucchini, broth, salsa, 
red pepper and seasonings. 
 

Bring to a boil; reduce heat. Simmer, covered, 
until sweet potatoes are tender, 10-12 
minutes. If desired, serve with sour cream 
and cilantro.  


