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Non-Disconnect Period to End Soon  
The State of Illinois is presumably headed into Phase 4 of the “Restore Illinois” reopening plan 
on June 27th (as of press time) according to remarks by Governor Pritzker.  As a result, the Illi-
nois Commerce Commission has laid out plans of when the utility disconnection moratorium 
will end.   According to the ICC, electricity consumers will be subject to disconnection follow-
ing a 30-day grace period from the date in which Illinois moves to Phase 4 status.  As a result, 
customers/members of Wayne-White Electric Cooperative would be subject to disconnection 
on July 28, if they have overdue and unpaid electric bills.  In addition, the suspension of late 
fees could also end on July 28, based upon the announcement by the ICC.  Although we are 
not regulated by the ICC, we have followed the non-disconnect guidelines. 
 

Wayne-White will be mailing out letters to all members/customers who could be subject to 
disconnection. It will provide further details to you. In the meantime, we urge you to bring 
your account up-to-date with us to avoid future late fees and disconnection.  We are willing to 
make reasonable payment arrangements with members who have past due balances on ac-
count, if necessary.  If you feel you are eligible for financial assistance, we encourage you to 
contact area agencies such as WADI, etc.  Federal funds to help eligible applicants have been 
disbursed to these agencies.  You can pay your bill by phone at (618) 842-2196, or use the 
Smart Hub App, or the PAY NOW  feature on our website at www.WayneWhiteCoop.com  

 

 

 

             



     The Facts About Air Conditioning and SEER Ratings 
With the weather getting hot, you find yourself needing a new central air conditioner or heat pump 
to cool your home, but you also have a few questions.  What is a SEER rating on an air condition-
er or heat pump and what does it mean?  The SEER is an acronym that stands for Seasonal Ener-
gy Efficiency Ratio.  It’s a numbered value that indicates how efficient your unit is.  The higher the 
SEER number, the higher (better) the efficiency.  Therefore, SEER indicates the relative amount 
of energy needed to provide a specific cooling output.  
 
Many homeowners still have an older air conditioner with a SEER rating of just 8 or 9.  Today, the 
lowest SEER rating that is manufactured and can be legally sold to you is a 13 SEER.  There are 
some air conditioning units and Air Source Heat Pumps being manufactured and sold that now 
generate and feature a SEER rating as high as 20 or 21.   Obviously, with a higher SEER rating 
comes a higher cost, so you need to compare the cost to the efficiency and determine what is best 
for your home.  A good dealer/installer can help you do that.  It is easy to understand that if you 
have an older air conditioner which is an 8 SEER unit, it is likely costing you more to operate and 
cool your home each month than a new 14 SEER (or 
higher) air-conditioner would cost to cool your home. 
 
An Air-Source Heat Pump is an outdoor unit that looks 
much like a central air conditioning unit, but a heat 
pump can provide BOTH the heating and the cooling 
for your home.  Many homeowners have gone that 
route in the past decade because of the out-of-pocket 
cost savings up-front, in addition to the cost saving effi-
ciency that the unit can provide.   In addition, an air-
source heat pump qualifies for an incentive rebate from 
the electric cooperative ranging from $750.00 to 
$1,750.00 depending upon what you are replacing.  A regular central air conditioner alone does 
not qualify for an incentive rebate.  Our rebates are paid out to you in the form of an actual check. 
 
Just like standard central-air units, the minimum SEER rating for an air-source heat pump that is 
legally manufactured and sold is a 13 SEER.  However, to qualify for a rebate from Wayne-White 
Electric Cooperative, your new heat pump must be at least 14 SEER in a manufactured home, 

and at least 16 SEER in a stick built home.  Another great 
heat pump option is a “Mini-Split” system, which can cool 
and heat your home without duct work.  They are extreme-
ly energy efficient, with many units coming in above 20 
SEER.  Mini-Splits also qualify for an incentive rebate.  See 
more details about the incentive rebates on our website at 
www.WayneWhiteCoop.com 
 
The SEER rating is not the only thing to consider when up-
grading your cooling system.  Proper sizing and installation 
are key elements in determining air conditioner or heat 
pump efficiency. Too large a unit will not adequately remove 
humidity. Too small a unit will not be able to attain a com-
fortable temperature on the hottest days. Improper unit loca-
tion, lack of insulation, and improper duct installation can 
greatly diminish efficiency as well.  If your duct work leaks 



Meet a Member who Recently Appeared on National Television Show 

By Randy Olson 

From Blacksmith to Bladesmith, Steve Wells is a guy with a lot of talent.  In fact, he was able to put that talent on display through 
the History Channel recently for a national television audience to enjoy 
when he made it to the finals of the show “Forged in Fire” – Season 7.   He is 
passionate about his trade and that passion shines through when you talk to 
him.  Many horse owners in southern Illinois are very familiar with Steve, as 
he has built up a good reputation for quality farrier work from his home 
base in Omaha, Illinois where he operates Steve Wells Horseshoeing for a 
living.  Whether it is shoeing a group of trail-riding horses or serving as the 
farrier for the area rodeo competitors, Steve knows his craft from the 
ground up.  When he is not doing farrier work or related blacksmith ser-
vices, his hobby as a bladesmith has taken on a life of its own with what he 
calls W5 Forge. 
 

His interest in horses goes back many years as Wells was a regular competitor on the 
rodeo circuit himself, mainly as a bull rider, where he enjoyed a lot of success throughout 
the Great Lakes Region.  After about 8 years on the rodeo circuit, at age 29, Steve decid-
ed to call it quits as a participant when it became time to start having a family with his 
wife Brooke, and get fully recovered from the broken bones he had sustained.   Steve 
knew that he needed another career other than the rodeo life, and he loved horses, so 
he went to school in Macomb to learn the skills necessary to be a Farrier/Blacksmith.   He 
has been shoeing horses professionally now for 18 years. 
 
About six years ago, he started playing around with the forging of small knives.  The 
more he got into it, the more he liked it, and the better he got.  Without a doubt, his 
blacksmith knowledge worked seamlessly hand-in-hand with the bladesmith craft, and it 
wasn’t long before people started to recognize the quality of his knives and began asking 
for them.  As a result, his “hobby” was suddenly becoming a second business.   
 
“I have an Uncle in South Carolina who kept encouraging me to try to get on the TV 
show, Forged in Fire, produced on the History Channel,” said Wells.  “I was very reluctant 
at first, but after much coaxing by him and some of my customers, I sent in an email for 
the Casting Call, not really expecting much to happen.” 

 
Then Steve told me it started to get real.  “Surprisingly, I heard from them right away, they looked at photos of my work, and I did a 
Skype interview with them so they could assess my appearance and communication skills to see if I was a television worthy candi-
date,” said Steve.  “The gentleman who did the screening interview said he was going to pitch me to the Producer, and he did.  So, 
the next thing I know, I am getting ready to fly to Stanford, CT for the taping of the show.  It was surreal.” 
 
The all-expense paid trip began with a flight into New York City and a hop over to nearby Stanford.  There were multiple rounds 
against other contestants which required you to manufac-
ture or blacksmith a knife from what material they provid-
ed.  “I was handed a 5-gallon bucket full of metal drill shav-
ings and was asked to forge a knife from it,” said Wells.  
“This is a unique process that is quite tedious because you 
have to begin by literally fusing the shavings together in a 
canister.” 

 
Wells emerged victorious in that segment of the show and 
ultimately reached the finals against a bladesmith from 
Kansas, named Ryan.  In the finale of Season 7, Steve and 
Ryan are both on camera as their assignment is unveiled.  
It is a 27” Nimcha Sword, which they are asked to go home 
and create to as much detail as possible.  
                (continued on next page) 



Filming now shifted to the friendly confines of Omaha, Illinois as 
Steve began working on his rendition of the Nimcha Sword.  As 
the show unfolds, you see both Steve & Ryan in Day 1 and Day 2 
of their process, so you can track their efforts and methodology 
as the episode bounces back & forth between locations.  “I was 
incredibly stressed about the project because I had never made a 
knife or sword this length in my life,” said Wells.  “My forge is 
geared to make small knives, not Nimcha’s.  But, my wife Brooke 
did a great job of calming me down and keeping me grounded 
through the process.” 

 

Watching the final episode, you could see that the craftsmanship 
of Steve’s finished Nimcha was impeccable, both in appearance 
and the way it felt.  One of the judges on the show commented on the weight and feel of his sword as he swooshed it back and 
forth in the testing process.  He also remarked about the quality and feel of Steve’s handle, which is important. 

 

One of the segments showed Steve quenching the steel of his 
blade in oil during which it suddenly flamed up severely in his 
face, while on camera.  Thankfully he was wearing a face guard, 
because he really didn’t want to let go of the steel due to the 
fact it was vital for the blade to remain straight.  “The camera-
man got a little excited on that one,” said Steve with a chuckle.  
“He kept watching me and then watching the fire expand to the 
point that he wasn’t really sure what to do.”  

 

As the testing and comparison of the two final entries moved 
forward, the hosts and judges of the show, began a test of 
strength.  Wooden pillars were the target in this test as the 
Nimcha was swooshed back & forth into the wood.  Suddenly, 

the blade of Steve’s Nimcha creation gave way and broke.  He was out, and Ryan from Kansas was declared the overall winner, 
while pocketing the $10,000 prize.  “I was stunned, but I immediately knew what had happened,” said Steve.  “In my nervousness 
and focus to quench the steel while the cameras were rolling, I simply left out an important step in the heat treatment process.  By 
not properly air cooling (thermal cycling), the grains of the steel can weaken, which is what happened.  I have done the process 
properly hundreds of times before, but this one time was different.”  

 

Although Steve didn’t win the money, he knows that he made a quality Nimcha and very 
easily might have won, had he not missed a step in the process under all that pressure.  “It 
was a great experience, I am so thrilled I got to do it,” said Wells.  “The exposure of being in 
the finals on the TV show has brought me a bunch of business which I am thankful for.”  Ste-
ve told me that he currently has 43 custom orders for knives that will take quite a while to 
do, given the fact that bladesmith is his hobby while being a farrier is his livelihood.  “I ap-
preciate the orders and the interest in my knives, I just hope everyone has patience because 
there are only so many hours in the day and I know some people want these knives as a 
Christmas present,” said Wells. 
 

For more information on Steve Wells Horseshoeing or his hobby through W5 Forge, you can 
find him on Instagram and Facebook, or call (618) 599-4474.  Steve and his family get their 
electricity from Wayne-White Electric Cooperative.  We enjoy bringing you human interest 
stories about our members in the monthly Newsletter.  If you have a story idea, contact me 
at the Cooperative by calling (618) 842-2196.  



         Keep Your Home Cool Without Increasing Your Electric Bill 
As summer begins to heat up, many families are looking for ways to keep their home cool without increasing their 
monthly electric bill.  Here are some a few low- or no-cost ways that you can keep your home cooler this summer.  

 

Start with your windows 
It sounds basic, but if sun comes in through your windows, it will make your house warm. You can use window coverings 
in the middle of the day to keep sunlight from coming in. Keeping curtains or blinds closed can especially be helpful if 
you are gone during the day. Thicker curtains, thermal shades, blackout curtains or interior shutters are ways to keep 
your rooms cooler, especially those facing the south and west sides of your home. 

 

Increase the airflow 
Southern Illinois summers often bring stagnant, humid air. Air conditioners remove some humidity and get the air mov-
ing, both of which can be done without the expensive noise of cooling the entire house. Create cross-ventilation by 
opening windows and placing fans at both ends of your home, with one fan facing inward and one facing outward to 
draw the air through. Take advantage of cool nights to flush out the hot stagnant air and draw cooler night air in. Close 
the windows when the temperature starts to climb again to keep the cooler air in. 

 
Use your ceiling fans and make sure that the 
blades are rotating in the counter-clockwise direc-
tion to move air downward in the summer time.  
(see graphic at right) 
 

If you have a damp basement, you can use a de-
humidifier to draw the humidity out of the air and 
keep the basement cooler and more resistant to 
mold. This will keep the ground floor cooler and 
prevent the growth of unhealthy or toxic mold 
during the damp summer months.  

 

Cook outside 
Use an outdoor grill to cook as much as you can 
to keep from having to turn the oven on in an already hot home. Also consider getting creative with your salads, fruits 
and smoothies to keep your body fueled with healthy foods.  

 

Turn off the lights 
If you still have incandescent light bulbs in your home, they create heat. Replace them with LED bulbs or limit their use.  
Limit use of the television, clothing dryers, and PC computers that create heat.  Doing so which will not only help keep 
your home cooler, but will also help lower your electric bill.  

 

Adjust the thermostat 
Just a simple adjustment of 2 degrees on your thermostat can save you money on your cooling bill.  Let’s say for exam-
ple you keep your setting at 72, try turning it to 74.  Your home will still remain relatively cool, but your air conditioner 
won’t run as often, which will save you money.  



Prevent Deadly Shocks—Check Your Boats and Docks 
If you own a boat and/or a dock, take steps now to help prevent a tragedy. The Energy Education Council’s 
Safe Electricity program advises, “Prevent 
deadly shocks. Check your boats and docks.” 
 
A few years ago, we saw horrific fatal acci-
dents near boats and boat docks in Missouri.  
A 26-year-old woman was swimming with 
family in the Lake of the Ozarks was electro-
cuted when she touched an energized dock 
ladder. Also at Lake of the Ozarks, a 13-year-
old girl and her 8-year-old brother received 
fatal electrical shocks while swimming near a 
private dock; officials cited an improperly 
grounded circuit as the cause. In Tennessee, 
two boys, ages 10 and 11, lost their lives as 
they were shocked while swimming between 
houseboats on Cherokee Lake, a result of 
electricity entering the water apparently 
through frayed wires beneath the boat. 
 
An important step in helping prevent such tragedies is to ensure proper installation and maintenance of electri-
cal equipment on docks and on boats. Take the time to inspect all electrical systems on or near the water. 
 
Safe Electricity, with the American Boat and Yacht Council and International Brother-
hood of Electrical Workers/National Electrical Contractors Association, recommends ad-
hering to these steps to improve water recreation safety and accident prevention: 
 
 
• All electrical installations should be performed by a professional electrical contractor familiar with marine 
codes and standards, and inspected at least once a year. 
• Docks should have ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) breakers on the circuits feeding electricity to the 
dock. 
• The metal frame of docks should be bonded to connect all metal parts to the alternating current (AC) safety 
ground at the power source. That will ensure any part of the metal dock that becomes energized because of 
electrical malfunction will trip the circuit breaker. 
Neighboring docks can also present a shock hazard. Make your neighbors aware of the need for safety inspec-
tions and maintenance. Marinas should comply with NFPA and NEC codes. 
 
 
Here are a few additional tips to remember for your boat’s electrical system, particularly 
those with AC systems: 
 
 
• Regardless of the size of boat, maintenance of the electrical system should be done by a professional famil-
iar with marine electrical codes. 
• Have your boat’s electrical system checked at least once a year. Boats should also be checked when some-
thing is added to or removed from their systems. 
Boats with AC systems should have isolation transformers or equipment leakage circuit interrupter (ELCI) 
protection, comply with ABYC standards, and be serviced by an ABYC Certified® Technician.  



Strawberry-Lemonade Smoothie 
• 2 cups lemonade 
• 3/4 cup lemon yogurt 
• 1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract 
• 2 cups frozen unsweetened strawberries 
Pulse all ingredients in a blender until smooth and serve. 

Pineapple-Coconut Smoothie 
• 1 package (16 ounces) frozen pineapple chunks 
• 1 cup (8 ounces) frozen mango chunks 
• 1/2 cup unsweetened finely shredded coconut 
• 3 pitted dates 
• 3 cups coconut milk  
Pulse all ingredients in a blender until smooth and serve 

Peanut Butter & Banana French Toast  
• 1/4 cup creamy peanut butter 
• 8 slices bread, crusts removed 
• 2 large bananas, sliced 
• 2 large eggs 
• 3/4 cup 2% milk 
• 1-1/2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
• Maple syrup 
 

Spread peanut butter over four slices of bread; 
top with banana slices. Place remaining 
bread on top. Cut each sandwich in half; ar-
range in a greased 8-in. round baking pan. 
Whisk together eggs, milk and vanilla; pour 
over sandwiches. Refrigerate, covered, over-
night. 

 
Preheat oven to 350°. Remove French toast 

from refrigerator while oven heats. Bake, 
uncovered, until golden brown, 25-30 
minutes. Serve with syrup. 

 

 


