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New Employee Begins Duties at the Electric Cooperative 
Wayne-White Electric has hired a new employee to manage the Right-of-
Way Vegetation Management program at the Cooperative.  He is Josh 
Stedman, who comes to Wayne-White after spending eleven years with 
an Environmental Consulting Company in Kentucky.  His experience in-
cludes the evaluation and assessment of vegetation management pro-
grams from Vermont to Hawaii.  Josh takes over the Right-of-Way depart-
ment by filling the vacancy left by Jim Gifford, who is retiring after nearly 
32 years with the Cooperative. 
 

Stedman and his wife, Kristin, live in Hamilton County with their five chil-
dren who range in age from 4 to 13.  They also have another child on the 
way.  Josh earned both a Bachelor’s and Master’s Degree in Forestry at 
SIU Carbondale.   He grew up in central Illinois near Gibson City, which is 
located between Bloomington and Champaign.  His first day on the job at 
Wayne-White was November 28th.  

 

 
     The Cooperative Connection Cards Are No Longer Valid 
Effective in January 2023, Wayne-White Electric Cooperative ended our affiliation with Touchstone Energy as 
a marketing service for the Cooperative.   Our board and management feel that the return on investment for 
our membership is no longer worthy of the steep annual fees that were being paid, in order to be associated 
with Touchstone.  As a result, one of the programs that will go away immediately is the Touchstone Coopera-
tive Connection Card, which offered a discount on prescription drugs for members who chose to use it. 

“According to research we have done on the local lev-
el, more and more people are using other prescrip-
tion discount cards such as the Good RX card that is 
widely available to everyone,” said Chris Hopfinger, 
CEO of the Cooperative.  “Due to the high consumer 
use of the Good RX card and other similar prescrip-
tion discount cards like it, there is no longer a valid 
reason for Wayne-White to stay involved with Touch-
stone and promote the Co-Op Connections card, 
which has seen a dramatic decrease in usage since 
the Good RX card was introduced.” 

If you do not have prescription drug insurance and 
you relied on the Co-Op Connections Card, we en-
courage you to ask your medical office or your phar-
macist about the Good RX card or a similar prescrip-
tion savings card which is designed to assist people 
who typically pay out of pocket for their prescription 
medicines.   



 Three Long-Time Employees Retiring from the Cooperative 
 
 
Jim Gifford is retiring in January as the Manager of the Right-of-Way depart-
ment (Vegetation Management).  Jim has been an employee of Wayne-White 
for 32 years.  He was hired in 1990 as a ground worker on the tree crews.  He 
became a Certified Arborist in 2001 and was promoted to the Right-of-Way 
Manager position in 2002 where he has been overseeing our tree crews and 
contract workers ever since.  Jim developed a strategic cycle plan of spraying 
and trimming trees along our power lines which has greatly reduced the num-
ber of power outages and improved our reliability.  The Cooperative has two  
Vegetation Management crews that work within this department. 
 

 
 

 

Richard Attebery is retiring in January after working more than 26 years at the 
Cooperative.  He hired in as a work order clerk in 1996, and soon transitioned 
into a staking engineer, a position he has held ever since.  Richard was that ini-
tial face that many new cooperative members would meet on their property 
when they inquired about establishing electric service with us at a new home-
site or upgrading existing service by moving a pole or a meter, or perhaps add-
ing underground service.  Richard was good about explaining the policies of the 
Cooperative and the options available.  We appreciate the years of dedication 
that Richard has shown in his role, and we wish him well in retirement. 

 
 

 

 
Randy Olson is retiring in February from the Member Services Department and 
the Director of Communications at the Cooperative.  Randy was hired in 2005 
and has served the membership for 18 years.  Among multiple duties, Randy 
has been the editor of our monthly newsletter, administrator of our website 
and Facebook page, and has been the point person for our incentive rebate 
program and our youth programs including scholarships and the Youth Day and 
Youth to Washington activities.  Randy also served as our conduit with local 
and area media outlets, and assisted many members with high bill concerns, 
blower door tests, and energy audits to improve energy efficiency in homes.  



It is Bat Crazy How These Mammals are Beneficial to Everyone 
By Randy Olson 
When most people think of bats, they think of a scary movie or TV show where 
a bat swoops down and bites someone on the neck or grabs some of their hair.  
The Hollywood depiction of the bat population is quite different than realty.   
 
Although a bat might look scary and unattractive to the average person, they 
are actually very beneficial, especially to area farmers, according to Sami Chil-
derson of the Illinois Nature Preserves Commission, which is part of the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources (INPC/IDNR). “Bats are a key species in eco-
systems around the world by providing insect control, pollination and seed dis-
persal for plants. Locally, here in southern Illinois, the most important benefit that bats provide is the population con-
trol of insects,” said Childerson. “Bats not only help to control the pesky insects of mosquitos, flies and ‘no-see-ums’, 
but also aid in the reduction of many pest insect species that are known to cause damage to agricultural commodities 
across farmland.” 

 
Bats are not considered to be birds, they are actually mammals. It is easy to understand the importance of preserving 
the bat population.  If you want to look at it from a financial standpoint, consider these numbers.  According to the U.S. 

Geological Survey, bats save farmers more than $3.7 billion a year 
on pest control.   
 

 
Due to the dwindling number of bats in our area, Wayne-White 
Electric Cooperative has recently assisted the INPC/IDNR in estab-
lishing some roosting areas on utility poles that have been strate-
gically placed in an area to attract a variety of endangered bats.   
It is hoped that these poles, which are wrapped in a fake bark 
material known as BrandenBark, will become maternity colonies 
where hundreds of female bats can give birth to their young off-
spring, and prevent the bat population from dwindling further as 
it has been in recent years.  

 
 

“Bats face many threats and challenges on the landscape 
including a fungus known as white-nose syndrome, as 
well as the loss or reduction of old decaying trees which 
provide suitable habitat for summer roosts,” said Childer-
son. “Bats have a relatively low reproduction rate (only 
having 1 or 2 pups a year), so these environmental chal-
lenges cause the populations to recover slowly.” 

 
There are a variety of bats that are native to Illinois.  They 
include the Gray Bat and the Indiana Bat.  Both species 
are on the Federal Endangered list, meaning that they are 
in danger of becoming extinct.  Meanwhile, the South-
eastern Bat and the Big-Eared Bat are on the State Endan-
gered list.  
                                                      (continued on next page) 



Bats like to roost in trees throughout the summer, under peeling 
bark, in hollows, or in dead or dying trees.  INPC/IDNR is 
attempting to replicate these habitats to increase the number of 
safe and easily accessible locations where a bat might roost.  The 
BrandenBark is a great product that is wrapped and attached to 
utility poles that are then placed in strategic locations in an 
attempt to attract the bats.  Currently, the INPC/IDNR has been 
working with a few electric cooperatives who are donating some 
retired utility poles and providing the equipment and manpower 
to install them in a professional manner. 
 

In late November, a crew from Wayne-White installed four Bran-
denBark wrapped roosting poles on private-owned wooded prop-
erty in Edwards County that is a dedicated Nature Preserve.  
“From my initial contact with personnel at Wayne-White Cooper-
ative, I was extremely impressed with the enthusiasm and willing-
ness to work with INPC/IDNR to get this project moving,” said 
Childerson.   “Erin Halley never hesitated, and provided me with 
the utmost respect and assistance throughout our entire collabo-
ration on this project. All of the line crew jumped in and assisted 
us with the wrapping of the poles and made the entire process 
extremely productive and efficient.  I am so grateful for all the 
assistance they provided and would gladly work with them again 
in the future.” 
 

Several years ago, the IDNR worked with the University of Illinois to set-up two roosting structures in a wooded area to 
see if it would work, and they were pleased to see that the experiment was a success.  By the end of summer, several 
hundred bats were using them.   
 
 
The white-nose syndrome that has plagued many bats is a terrible disease. The name comes from the white fungal 
growth found on the noses of infected bats.  The fungus attacks the skin membrane of the bats while in hibernation, 

when they are most vulnerable.  As a 
result, the fungus prevents infected 
bats from properly using their fat re-
serves to sustain them throughout the 
hibernation period.   
 
The BrandenBark allows the bats to 
crawl under the fake bark and set up a 
roosting area.  Netting is attached at 
the base of each pole to catch the bat 
guano.  When guano is observed in the 
netting, researchers with INPC/IDNR 
know that the poles are in use.  The 
guano can then be analyzed, and the 
DNA will tell the INPC/IDNR what spe-
cies of bats are utilizing the Branden-
Bark roosts.  We will likely do a follow-
up story to let you know if the bat 
habitat project is successful.  



Budget Billing Could Be Your Best Option  
If you like to know how much your bills are going to be each month, budget billing 
might be for you.  If you are on a fixed income (aren’t we all?) then budget billing could 
be a great option for you. If you prefer to pay the “same” amount each month for your 
electric bill, you should investigate budget billing.  If you would like to see little or no 
payment due in December, around Christmas time, then you would probably enjoy be-
ing on budget billing at Wayne-White Electric Cooperative. 

To qualify, you must be in good standing, having 
been a customer at least 12 months and be current 
on your electric bill for at least 12 months in a row, 
with no late payments or disconnections.  You also 
must remain current & pay by the 15th each month. 

Based upon your past usage, our billing department 
can tailor a budget billing amount that will level out 
your monthly cost by paying the same amount each 
month (until December) when the true up occurs.  If 
everything goes as planned, you will have little or no 
bill due in December, which will be very good timing around Christmas time. 

For example, if your budget billing amount is $140 a month, you would pay the same 
amount each month all year long, regardless if your actual usage shows $220 or $110 
is owed.  Over the course of the year, you should be ahead overall, which will result in 
a very low bill or no bill during true-up time in December.  The goal is to get you as 
close to zero as possible, just in time for Christmas.  That’s nice, because everyone 
can always use extra money to buy gifts around Christmas time.  Your monthly bill will 
show your progress, indicating how far ahead or behind you are, but your bill would be 
the same.  The graph below shows the red line example of budget billing versus actual 
usage for a hypothetical customer who has a budget billing amount of $140 a month.   

Many people are on budget bill-
ing at Wayne-White Electric Co-
operative.  Perhaps you should 
look into it too.  Call our billing 
department before the end of 
January at (618) 842-2196 to 
learn more and get started.  

 
(graph for demonstration only) 



Download the Free Smart Hub App 
We have told you about the "Smart Hub" technology that is available for your phone or tablet 
that makes it easy for you to manage your account, pay 
your bill, see your electricity usage, and more.  You can also 
use “Smart Hub” by logging into it directly from our web-
site.  If you have been hesitant to use it, just know that 
there are now 5,099 Smart Hub users at Wayne-White who 
safely manage their account, look at their usage and often 
pay their bill the easy way with Smart Hub. In addition to 
paying your bill, you are able to set-up automatic recurring 
payment of your monthly electric bill to simplify your 
life.  If you believe that you can benefit from having mobile 
access to your account from your Smart Phone or tablet, 
you can download the FREE mobile app now from the 
iTunes store (if you have an Apple product) or from Google Play (if you have an Android 
phone or device).  If you already have a user name & password on our system, you will login to 
"Smart Hub" with the same login information as you did before.  Otherwise, you will need to 
begin by Registering your account.  You can WATCH a “How To” VIDEO about Smart Hub on 
the front page of our website at www.WayneWhiteCoop.com which will take you step-by-
step through the process so that you can download 
and use Smart Hub to pay your bill, view your electric-
ity consumption by the day , or by the hour, and even 
set-up recurring payments, if desired. 
 
After you open Smart Hub on our website, it will take you 
to the Green Login page like you see to the right: 
If you already had a username & password, you will use 
the same login username email and password.  Otherwise, 
you can create a new user account for Smart Hub in just a 
few seconds. 

 
 
 
Another great feature of “Smart Hub” is the option 
to sign up for paperless billing. 
 
You also have the ability to print your current elec-
tric bill and any past bills from the several months.   
 
There is also a comparison feature that enables you 
to compare your usage in a given month to the 
same usage a year ago with usage & temperature 
graphs.  Smart Hub is so useful. 
 



 

     Sausage Potato Soup 
• 1/2 pound smoked kielbasa, diced 
• 6 medium potatoes, peeled and cubed 
• 2 cups frozen corn 
• 1-1/2 cups chicken broth 
• 1 celery rib, sliced 
• 1/4 cup sliced carrot 
• 1/2 teaspoon garlic powder 
• 1/2 teaspoon onion powder 
• 1/2 teaspoon salt 
• 1/4 teaspoon pepper 
• 1-1/2 cups whole milk 
• 2/3 cup shredded cheddar cheese 
• 1 teaspoon minced fresh parsley 

 
 
In a large saucepan, cook kielbasa over medium heat 

until lightly browned, about 5 minutes; drain and 
set aside. In the same pan, combine the potatoes, 
corn, broth, celery, carrot and seasonings. Bring to 
a boil.  

 
Reduce heat; cover and simmer until vegetables are 

tender, about 15 minutes. Add the milk, cheese, 
parsley and sausage. Cook and stir over low heat 
until cheese is melted and soup is heated through, 
about 5 minutes. 

 

  Chicken Wild Rice Soup 
• 2 quarts chicken broth 
• 1/2 pound fresh mushrooms, chopped 
• 1 cup finely chopped celery 
• 1 cup shredded carrots 
• 1/2 cup finely chopped onion 
• 1 teaspoon chicken bouillon granules 
• 1 teaspoon dried parsley flakes 
• 1/4 teaspoon garlic powder 
• 1/4 teaspoon dried thyme 
• 1/4 cup butter, cubed 
• 1/4 cup all-purpose flour 
• 1 can (10-3/4 ounces) condensed cream of 
mushroom soup, undiluted 
• 1/2 cup dry white wine or additional chicken 
broth 
• 3 cups cooked wild rice 
• 2 cups cubed cooked chicken 
 

In a large saucepan, combine the first 9 ingredients. 
Bring to a boil. Reduce heat; cover and simmer for 30 
minutes. 

In Dutch oven, melt butter; stir in flour until smooth. 
Gradually whisk in broth mixture. Bring to a boil; cook 
and stir for 2 minutes or until thickened. Whisk in 
soup and wine. Add rice and chicken; heat through. 
  


