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Cooperative Begins Maintenance and Billing for City of Fairfield Grid
As a result of an agreement with the City of Fairfield, WayneWhite Electric Cooperative is now providing all new construction, system improvements, and maintenance on the City's
electric system, along with sending and collecting the monthly
electric bill beginning this month.
The City will maintain ownership of the electric distribution
system and be responsible for their Power Supply Contract
with the Illinois Municipal Electric Agency (IEMA) until that
contract expires in 2035. The maintenance and billing contract agreement between Wayne-White and the City was
made possible as a result of Hoosier Energy purchasing the
138 KV and 69 KV Transmission Systems and a substation from the City of Fairfield. Mayor Mike Dreith of
Fairfield is elated about both moves. "While the majority of the negotiations occurred prior to my taking
office, I see the benefits for both the city and Wayne-White,” said Dreith. “The city's electric infrastructure
was in poor condition and likely beyond our ability to repair.
The cost would have been profound. Additionally, the sale of
our Albion and McLeansboro electric transmission lines to
Hoosier Energy provides the city with some financial relief. This
is a good deal for all entities."
Cooperative members benefit from the fact that this agreement provides some additional margin for the Cooperative,
while reducing expenses. At the same time, there is no reduction in the quality of service. Five active line workers from the
City of Fairfield have now been absorbed as employees of the
Electric Cooperative.
One of the immediate priorities is to complete the installation of automated
meter reading and mapping of the City's electric system. Many of the same
features that current Wayne-White members/customers enjoy online
through “Smart Hub” will also be available to residents of the City of Fairfield
including online bill pay, easy access to your electric usage by the day or by
the hour, as well as power outage maps and other valuable information.
It is important for City of Fairfield residents to know and understand that the
City will still be setting the electric rates for their residents/customers while
still owning the distribution system. The Cooperative will simply be providing
the billing, and collecting of payments on behalf of the city, while providing
the ongoing maintenance of the City’s electric system grid.
Electric Bill payments for City of Fairfield residents can be made in much the
same manner as current customers/members pay their electric bill to the Cooperative. If you have additional questions, call the Cooperative office at
(618) 842-2196 or stop by at 1001 West Main Street in Fairfield.

Six New Employees Begin Duties at Wayne-White Electric Cooperative
Due to the new service and maintenance agreement between the Cooperative and the City of Fairfield, Wayne-White has added some additional
employees. Since the Cooperative is doing the billing and processing of
payments for electric customers within the City of Fairfield, there was a
need for an additional customer service representative. After advertising
the available position and conducting multiple interviews, Dara Belangee
was selected and hired by the Cooperative.
Dara was a longtime Pharmacy Tech at Ed’s Pharmacy in Fairfield and later
at CVS Pharmacy after they acquired Ed’s Pharmacy. She became a Certified Pharmacy Tech (CPht) in 2011. Dara and her husband, Blaith, have
been married for fourteen years and they live in Fairfield along with their
French Bulldog named Bruno, who rules the house. Dara is a 2006 graduate of FCHS and is the daughter of David and Donetta Bradshaw. Her
grandfather, Delman Bradshaw, was a former longtime board member of
the Cooperative. Dara and her husband, Blaith, love to travel, see new
places and try new food.
Five former employees of the City of Fairfield have been absorbed and hired by the Cooperative as a result of
the service and maintenance agreement between both entities. All five of them are line workers who have
familiarity with the City of Fairfield electric distribution system.

Pictured L-R: Donnie Smothers, Joseph Rodgers, Tyler Lashbrook, Justin Bullard, and Jaxson Crnovich all officially became employees and went on the Cooperative payroll in January. They are pictured near the substation, owned by the City of Fairfield. All five of them grew up in the Fairfield and graduated from FCHS.
Smothers, Rodgers, Lashbrook,
and Bullard all attended lineman
school at Frontier Community
College. Crnovich attended lineman school in Georgia at SLTC.
Lashbrook has the most experience, having worked at the City
for eight years. Smothers has
been with the City for four years,
Bullard and Crnovich have been
employed by the City for three
years, and Rodgers has been on
board with the City for about a
year. All five of them are excited
about the opportunity to be part
of the lineman crews at WayneWhite Electric Cooperative.

Space Heaters Make Winter Electricity Consumption Higher
A sudden Winter cold snap causes everyone to see
a higher than normal electric bill for their monthly
consumption. When temperatures dip into the
teens and single digits, it is harder to stay comfortable and warm. Add the wind chill on top of that, and
it is easy to see why everyone’s furnace or heat
pump can run a lot more than normal. To compound the problem, many people also utilize electric
space heaters during Winter cold. You might not
realize how much it cost to run a space heater.
Here is the math: The typical electric space heater
uses 1,500 watts (which is 1.5 kWh) per hour. If you used an electric space heater for 16 hours in a
day, that would be 24 kWh's consumed per day by that space heater. If you used it the same
amount of hours each day for thirty days, you would consume 720 kWh's of electricity with that one
space heater, which would cost you $85.68 on your electric bill, just for the use of that one space
heater. The bottom line is this: Electric space heaters are expensive to run, so use them sparingly.

Check Your Thermostat—It Might Be on the Wrong Setting

Are you heating your home with an air source heat pump or geothermal system? Has your
heating bill suddenly spiked for no apparent reason, and seem higher than usual for this time
of year? Have you looked at your thermostat?
Maybe the temperature setting is higher than it
should be, making it run more often. Or, worse
yet, maybe your heat pump or geothermal unit
has accidentally been switched into “auxiliary
mode” or the “emergency heat” mode on your
thermostat. We encounter a handful of people
each winter who experience this issue, and we
are always happy to help them solve their high
usage problem. It is an honest mistake, that often happens when homeowners “switch” their
thermostat from the cooling mode to the heating
mode, but they move the switch too far, by accident. Notice the EMER is next to Heat setting.
As a result, your heat pump or geothermal unit begins running in the back-up heat mode,
which is often electric heat strips (like an electric furnace) unless you have propane back-up.
The electric heat strips are not very efficient at all and can really make your meter spin. The
result is a higher than normal electric bill for heating your house. Look at your thermostat.
Make sure it is set on the “Heat” mode and not “auxiliary” “emergency” or “back-up” which will
also appear on many thermostats. This will enable you to problem solve your higher bill.

Why is my Electric Bill Higher than my Neighbor’s Bill?

Occasionally we will get phone calls from a cooperative member who is having a hard time determining
why their electric bill is higher than their relative, or neighbor who lives down the road, on our electric
lines. The truth is, there are SO MANY FACTORS that determine the amount of your electric bill, so it
is nearly impossible to compare your house and your usage to another house on our co-op lines.
1. The source of heat could be different, including the size and age of the unit.
2. The square footage of the two houses is likely different. Ceiling height could be different too.
3. The number of doors and windows and the type & style of them, could be different (air leaks).
4. The amount of insulation in the walls, attic, and crawl space can be different
5. The thermostat setting could be different. You might be on 72, they might be on 70.
6. The number of people living in the two houses could be different = use more lights & electronics.
7. Because of lifestyle, the amount of laundry and the amount and length of showers is different.
8. The size of water heater, use of a
dehumidifier, space heater, and type of
siding could be different.
9. The amount of shade trees, amount
of sun, or wind break from trees could
be different.
10. The manner in which you use components such as TV’s, Computers, refrigerators, dishwasher, is different.
In summary, no two houses are exactly
the same, so it is very difficult to compare one house to another. During the
heating season, you can make a significant difference on your electric bill by
simply adjusting your thermostat down
by just two degrees.

Future Dates that the Enfield Office will be Open
Wayne-White Electric Cooperative is announcing the upcoming dates that we are open for business
at the Enfield office, which are near the payment due dates
and disconnection dates. It is important to note that the
DROP BOX can still be used ANY day and ANYTIME to
drop off a payment or document at Enfield. In addition,
Electric Bill payments can also be paid anytime through the
week during regular business hours at Peoples National
Bank in McLeansboro and Dahlgren, as well as First Bank
in Carmi and Grayville. You can also call the electric cooperative and talk to a live person with any questions, or to
pay your bill by phone with an e-check, debit card or credit
card at (618) 842-2196. SMARTHUB is also a great way to pay your bill online at anytime, or you
can always use the PAY NOW feature on our website at www.WayneWhiteCoop.com

The Enfield office will be open on the following dates:
January 13, 27
(Hours subject to change due to the pandemic)
February 10, 15, 24
March 10, 15, 31

Ditch the Electric Furnace; Buy a Heat Pump and Save

If you are planning to purchase a doublewide home or single-wide
manufactured home this year, make certain that you do NOT purchase a home with a standard electric resistance furnace. The cost
to heat your home will be too expensive and you would be better
served to insist upon an optional air-source heat pump or dual-fuel
heat pump (gas back-up) from your dealer. The heat pump and gas
furnace option will cost a little more up front, ($1,500 to $2,500)
when you order the home from your dealer, but it will save you money each month on BOTH your heating & cooling as opposed to having a standard electric furnace and a separate central A/C unit.
Wayne-White has incentive rebates available for the purchase of
high efficiency dual-fuel heat pumps that are 16 SEER for existing
stick-built homes and 14 SEER or above for new or current manufactured homes. There are no incentives on standard electric furnaces because they are not efficient and cost too much to operate.
Duel-fuel is defined as
having a gas/propane
back-up.

If you currently live in a
mobile or manufactured
home (doublewide) and
you have a standard
electric furnace (as
shown in the photo)
tucked in a closet, or if you have electric baseboard heat, you
need to seriously consider replacing it with a heat pump or a
dual-fuel heat pump. We will pay you $1,500 to $2,500 to
replace your unit if you meet the SEER (efficiency) requirement. The rebate is the highest when you install a heat pump
unit with a gas/propane furnace back-up. Even an all-electric
heat pump or a mini-split heat pump (without gas back-up)
can qualify for a rebate of $750 in a new manufactured home if you meet the SEER requirements mentioned above and are a member/customer of Wayne-White Counties Electric Coop. Ordering a standard
heat pump with a new manufactured home will add about $1,400 to the price of your home, but with our
$750 rebate, the unit will pay for itself in a short period of time due to the amount of electricity cost you
will save by not having an electric furnace. It’s really a no-brainer. Our advice is: don’t order a manufactured home with a straight electric furnace. Get a heat pump or a dual-fuel heat pump with the home.
If you are purchasing a new doublewide, order it with a dual-fuel heat pump and we will pay you $1,750
as a rebate for this option. Order it with a standard heat pump option or a mini-split heat pump (no gas
back-up) and get $750
from us. Do NOT order or
purchase a manufactured
home with a standard
electric furnace. A heat
pump will help you manage your electric bill better and make your home
more energy efficient.
Proper insulation and
weatherization are also
important. Your heat
pump or dual-fuel heat
pump will be a much better choice than a standard
electric furnace or electric
baseboard heat. Visit our
website for more details
about the incentive rebate program or call us at (618) 842-2196.

Flavorful Carrot Soup
1 Tbsp. olive oil
2 lbs. carrot
1 large onion, chopped
8 cups water
2 tubs Knorr® Homestyle Stock - Vegetable
1 cup plain yogurt
1/8 tsp. ground cumin
Heat olive oil in 4-quart saucepot over medium
heat and carrots and onion, stirring occasionally,
until crisp-tender, about 3 minutes.
Add water and Knorr® Homestyle Stock - Vegetable. Bring to a boil over high heat. Reduce heat to
low and simmer until carrots tender, about 20
minutes. Process, in batches if necessary, in blender or food processor until smooth.

Sweet Potato & Black Bean Chili
· 3 large sweet potatoes, peeled and cut into 1/2-inch
cubes
· 1 large onion, chopped
· 1 tablespoon olive oil
· 2 tablespoons chili powder
· 3 garlic cloves, minced
· 1 teaspoon ground cumin
· 1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper
· 2 cans (15 ounces each) black beans, rinsed and
drained
· 1 can (28 ounces) diced tomatoes, undrained
· 1/4 cup brewed coffee
· 2 tablespoons honey
· 1/2 teaspoon salt
· 1/4 teaspoon pepper
· Optional Toppings: Shredded Monterey Jack
cheese, shredded Mexican cheese blend, pickled red
onions, or thinly sliced green onions.
In a nonstick Dutch oven, heat oil over medium
heat. Add sweet potatoes and onions. Cook
and stir until crisp-tender, 8-10 minutes. Add
chili powder, garlic, cumin and cayenne; cook
and stir 1 minute longer. Stir in beans, tomatoes, coffee, honey, salt and pepper.
Bring to a boil. Reduce heat; cover and simmer
until sweet potatoes are tender, 30-35 minutes.
If desired, serve with toppings.

Combine yogurt with cumin in small bowl. Serve
with soup.

