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Another year has come and gone.  I hope all of you had a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 

The year 2019 was another good year for your member-owned cooperative. 

 

The highlights were no rate increase for the 7th year in a row and a return of approximately $2.0M in Capital 
Credits. 

 

We have begun preparing our 2020 Budget and Workplan, slated to be approved by your Board of Directors 
on January 31st.  We are again anticipating no rate increase in 2020 and expect to again return approximately 
$2.0M in Capital Credits. 

 

A big reason is Hoosier Energy.  They expect stable wholesale rates for the next several years and continue to 
improve the reliability of our transmission system.  We will also continue our strong maintenance programs, 
pole replacements, etc.  Top-notch customer service continues to be a priority. 

 

We are blessed with an exceptional group of employees and a dedicated Board of Directors. 

 

Our 2020 Annual Meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 20, 2020.  It will be held again at Wayne City and we 
are planning a delicious fish dinner, along with our information booths and entertainment.  I encourage you 
to attend, and I look forward to talking to many of you at the meeting. 
 

Daryl Donjon 
Manager/CEO 
 

  



Electric Heaters Have Caused Many Electric Bills To Go Up 
Each year at this time, the colder weather generates several calls at the cooperative from 
members/customers who are concerned that their electric 
bill is too high.  Many people quickly forget that even when 
you are not at home, your source of heat will still be running 
in order to keep your water pipes from freezing.  We don’t 
recommend electric space heaters, due to safety concerns 
and the effect they have on your bill.  But, many people use 
them to supplement heat in their home during cold weather.  
The result is often a spike in your electric consumption that 
is higher than normal. 
 
Please be aware that nearly every electric space heater on 
the market uses 1,500 watts.  It doesn’t matter whether it is 
infrared, Amish, or endorsed on TV or talk radio, as a gen-
eral rule, they all use 1,500 watts.  (Read the UL label on 
the heater)  1,500 watts is equal to 1.5kWh per hour.  
Therefore, if you use the heater 16 hours a day that would be 24kWh per day x 30 days = 
720kWh per month.  That means that the typical electric space heater is costing you about 
$87.00 per month to run it 16 hours a day.  If you leave it on all the time, the cost is even high-
er.  Plus, if you are using two electric heaters, you can take those numbers and double them.  
Is the cost worth it?  We suggested “limited” use. 
 

Where Does Your Electricity Come From?  Part 6 
The electricity we distribute to your home, farm, and business is generated by a variety of 
sources, placed on the grid, and ultimately distributed to you.  In fact, Wayne-White maintains 
over 3,300 miles of energized lines in the eleven counties we serve.  While it is true that the 

majority of electricity is generated by coal, 
for obvious reasons, there are many other 
components to the energy portfolio. These 
sources also include generation by hydro 
(water), natural gas, methane gas, solar pan-
els, and wind mills.  You can read the de-
tailed story about electricity generation by 
landfill methane gas in our August newslet-
ter. Read details about hydropower in the 
September issue. Learn about utility scale 
solar panel farms in our October issue.  
Read about energy from windmills in the No-
vember issue.  Learn about “Simple-Cycle” 
natural gas power plants in the December 
issue.  All previous newsletters are conven-
iently archived on our website at 

www.WayneWhiteCoop.com 

In Part 6 of our series about the electricity generation portfolio utilized by Wayne-White Elec-
tric, as a member/owner of Hoosier Energy, we focus on the “Combined-Cycle” natural gas-
fired power plant that we utilize near Effingham.  At full operation, it can generate 630-
megawatts of electricity, enough to meet the needs of more than 500,000 homes.  Learn all the 
facts about this part of our energy portfolio on the next two pages of the newsletter. 



cycle system that recovers excess heat, 
produces steam and drives another turbine 
to produce additional power. By capturing 
heat and using it in a second cycle, the plant 
produces power more efficiently than simple 
cycle plants.

Holland
Energy Plant

THE HOLLAND ENERGY  
COMBINED CYCLE PLANT 
PROVIDES AN IMPORTANT  
ROLE IN HOOSIER ENERGY’S 
DIVERSE, “ALL-OF-THE-ABOVE” 
POWER SUPPLY STRATEGY. 

Located near Effingham in central Illinois,  
the 630-megawatt Holland Energy Plant  
is a flexible natural gas facility that meets 
intermediate needs when demand is  
higher than average but not approaching  
peak levels. 

Hoosier Energy’s other natural gas plants— 
the Worthington Generating Station and the 
Lawrence Generating Station—help meet 
peak demands with their fast start-up 
capabilities. Together, these three gas plants 
allow Hoosier Energy to cost effectively  
match the appropriate generation source  
to energy demand.

MODERN, CLEAN TECHNOLOGY

The Holland Energy Plant is designed to be 
among the cleanest generation facilities in 
the Midwest. The plant uses two combustion 
turbine generators linked to a combined 
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Holland Energy Plant
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Learn more about  
Holland Energy Plant.

HoosierEnergy.com

HOLLAND ENERGY PLANT FACTS

• 630-megawatt nameplate capacity.

• Capable of producing power to meet the electricity needs  
of more than 500,000 homes.

• Powered by natural gas with a combined cycle technology  
that produces more power with less waste and less water  
than coal plants.

• Built on a 240-acre site in Shelby County, Illinois.

• 25 full-time workers.

• Enhances local tax base.

• Jointly-owned by Hoosier Energy and Wabash Valley  
Power Association.

• The plant has a 345-kilovolt interconnection to the electric 
grid and is located within the Midcontinent Independent 
System Operator (MISO) footprint.

• Certified by OSHA as a Voluntary Protection Program “Star” 
site for exemplary workplace health and safety practices.

A COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY

As part of Hoosier Energy’s commitment to the communities of its  
18 member systems, the Holland Energy plant supports numerous 
local organizations and projects. When the plant was built in 
2000-2002, a nearby rail crossing was upgraded and 20 acres of 
land were donated to the Holland Regional Water System, Inc. for  
a water treatment facility. Holland Energy sponsors scholarships to 
benefit local high school students and many of its employees are 
active in community organizations. 

Hoosier Energy and Wabash Valley Power Association each  
own 50 percent of the plant. It is the second generating plant 
partnership by Hoosier Energy and Wabash Valley Power. The  
two Indiana power supply cooperatives also jointly own the 
258-megawatt Lawrence Station.



More High-Speed Internet Coming to the Area Homes 
An improved quality of life, more efficient farming operations, and opportunities for 
business growth and economic development will all be realized in rural parts of 
Wayne and Jefferson counties, thanks to an announcement by the USDA Rural De-
velopment office on Wednesday during a press conference at the headquarters of 
Wabash Communications in Louisville.  A combination grant and loan program fund-
ed by the USDA (United Department of Agriculture) will provide Wabash Communi-
cations with $12.8 million in funds to pursue a broadband expansion into under-
served and non-served areas of both counties. 

Nearly 300 miles of fiber-optic cable will begin to be installed underground in early 
2020 that will provide high-speed internet connectivity to homes, farms, and busi-
nesses that have had few, if any, options until now for broadband connectivity.  A 
map was on display at the press conference which shows three targeted areas for 
the broadband project.  These include an area in northeast Jefferson County, north 
of Bluford, as well as a large geographic area stretching west of Fairfield to Sims and 
Wayne City, over to the county line, and a sizable area south of Fairfield on either 
side of Route 45 down to Mill Shoals and along the Burnt Prairie blacktop. 

According to Douglas Wilson, State Director of the USDA, who participated in the 
announcement, this new $12.8 million broadband investment, known as 

“Reconnect,” will target and impact over 1,600 households as well as multiple farms and businesses in these three areas.  “This in-
vestment is anticipated to reach 1,684 households, 31 farms, 29 businesses, nine educational facilities, two critical community facili-
ties and one health care center,” said Wilson. 

Bill Northey, Under Secretary for Farm Production and Conservation with the USDA, was also on hand to speak to the impact that this 
new grant/loan combination will have in rural Wayne County and Jefferson County.  He stated that these funds are part of the $600 
million in funds earmarked nationwide by Congress and President Trump to serve and expand broadband connectivity to rural Ameri-
ca.  He gave several examples of how high-speed internet connectivity will greatly assist area farmers with improved services and effi-
ciency in the field, as well as monitoring their grain bins, livestock facilities, field conditions, etc.  Farms and businesses in these areas 
will soon have the capability to move large amounts of data that has been impossible up until now.   

Homeowners in these areas will see an improved quality of life by being able to do tasks such as bank online, pay bills online, track 
medical care and tests online, install and monitor security cameras and alarms at your home, shop online, send large packets of data 
by email or drop box, stream movies and live sports events, upload photos and video to Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, and Instagram, 
streamline the ability to Skype worldwide and so much more.  (pictured above L-R:  Northey, Adair and Wilson) 

Northey pointed out that the applica-
tion process for the grants and loans 
through USDA was highly competitive, 
with over $1.4 billion worth of appli-
cations filed nationally, all seeking a 
piece of the $600 million pie.  He com-
pared this broadband initiative into 
the rural areas, to the early days of 
electricity, which forever changed the 
standard of living in the rural areas 
back in the 1930’s.  In this exact same 
area, Wayne-White Electric Coopera-
tive set their first power pole in 1937, 
while taking on the responsibility of 
providing electricity to the rural areas 
when nobody else would.  Northey 
said that assisting Wabash Communi-
cations with expanding broadband 
technology into the rural area is al-
most like history repeating itself.   
       (continued on next page) 



Barry Adair, General Manager of Wabash Communica-
tions, is thrilled at the opportunity to bring broadband to 
more homes, farms, and businesses in Wayne and Jeffer-
son Counties.  “People that live in these areas will now be 
able to experience state-of-the-art technology that is 
often only seen in other regions, said Adair.  “In fact, 
there are people that live in big cities like Chicago and Los 
Angeles that don’t have fiber to the home technology like 
this.  Today’s announcement by the USDA gives us the 
ability to serve these 1,684 homes with remarkable tech-
nology that will have a real positive impact on the area.” 

 

Adair also echoed the fact that the application process for 
these funds was a grueling experience.  “We probably spent 2-
1/2 to 3 weeks working feverishly with several people involved 
in the process,” he said.  “I cannot say enough thanks to our 
board for their vision and support, as well as many more peo-
ple behind the scenes involved in pulling this application to-
gether.  We are thankful that the USDA approved our applica-
tion, and we look forward to getting started.” 

 

Wayne-White Electric Cooperative has met with officials of 
both Wabash Communications as well as Hamilton County 
Communications over the past year, offering assistance wher-
ever possible, to help these local entities expand their current 
footprint of broadband internet availability.  Daryl Donjon, 
Manager/CEO of Wayne-White, was present at the USDA an-
nouncement to offer congratulations to Barry Adair and the 

staff of Wabash Communications for the $12.8 million expansion opportunity.  

 
“We look forward to more of our electric cooperative mem-
bers receiving high-speed internet capability as a result of 
these funds becoming available to Wabash,” said Donjon.  
“This will certainly make a positive impact in our area, and we 
are very pleased to see it become reality for many people.  
Hopefully we will see more similar announcements and ex-
pansions in the future.”   

 

Pictured L-R:  Barry Adair, Manager of Wabash Communica-
tions, being congratulated by Daryl Donjon, Manager of 
Wayne-White Electric Cooperative just before the start of the 
press conference where the USDA announced the approval of 
the $12.8 million expansion for broadband in our area. 



   Lemon Chicken Soup 
·  1 can (11-1/2 ounces) condensed chicken with rice 
soup, undiluted 
·  1 can (10-3/4 ounces) condensed cream of chicken 
soup, undiluted 
·  2-1/4 cups water 
·  1 cup diced cooked chicken, optional 
·  1 to 2 tablespoons lemon juice 
·  Pepper to taste 
·  Minced fresh parsley, optional  

In a large saucepan, combine soups and water; cook until 
heated through. Add the chicken if desired. Stir in lemon 
juice and pepper. Garnish with parsley if desired.  

    Sweet Potato Casserole 
• 2 cans (15-3/4 ounces each) sweet potatoes, 
drained and mashed 
• 1/2 cup sugar 
• 1 large egg 
• 1/4 cup butter, melted 
• 1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
• Dash salt 
• TOPPING: 
• 1 cup coarsely crushed butter-flavored crackers 
(about 25 crackers) 
• 1/2 cup packed brown sugar 
• 1/4 cup butter, melted 
 

Preheat oven to 350°. In a large bowl, combine 
first 6 ingredients. Transfer to a greased 8-in. 
square baking dish. Combine topping ingredi-
ents; sprinkle over sweet potato mixture.  

Bake, uncovered, until a thermometer reads 
160°, 20-25 minutes.  


