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   Wayne-White Announces New President/CEO of the Cooperative 
For the first time in sixteen years, there will be a change in the leadership role at Wayne-White Counties Electric Coop-
erative as the board of directors has tabbed Chris Hopfinger to replace Daryl Donjon, who is retiring in January.    

Hopfinger has been an engineer at the Cooperative for seventeen years, having started as a project engineer and then 
advancing into the leadership role as head of the engineering department, where he has led four engineers who work 
under his direction within the department. 

Hopfinger is a native of McLeansboro, a graduate of Ham-
ilton County High School, and he holds a Bachelor of Sci-
ence Degree in Electrical Engineering from the University 
of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana.  Prior to his employment 
at Wayne-White, Hopfinger worked as an engineering 
intern at Tri-County Electric Cooperative in Mt Vernon for 
three summers while he was in college. 

As head of the engineering department at Wayne-White, 
Hopfinger has been directly involved in implementing 
many new technologies at the Cooperative including AMI 
(automatic meters), Outage Management System, 
SCADA, and electronic staking.   He has been responsible 
for the ongoing design of our electric distribution system 
in order to upgrade and improve reliability and perfor-
mance.  Chris and his wife, Rachel, have been married for 
sixteen years and have three children; Gabrielle, Amelia, and Rory.  When not working or spending time with his family, 
Chris is an avid golfer. 

Hopfinger looks forward to the challenges ahead as he takes on the new role of President/CEO of Wayne-White Electric 
Cooperative in January.  “I really appreciate the board having confidence in my ability to lead the Cooperative.  I look 
forward to working with them, the employees, and the membership to continue the success at Wayne-White.”  One of 
the initial challenges that Hopfinger will face is the successful implementation of the Service Agreement with the City 
of Fairfield, which begins in January.   

Outgoing President/CEO, Daryl Donjon has been a mentor to Hopfinger over the past several months.  Donjon retires 
after spending over 40 years in the Cooperative industry, sixteen as the President/CEO at Wayne-White Electric Coop-
erative. 

Under the leadership of Donjon and the board of directors, great strides were made that improved the bottom line 
over the past sixteen years.  For example, long-term debt at the Cooperative has been reduced, which has resulted in a 
change in our debt to asset ratio from 59% in 2005, to a current level of 14%.  Our equity is currently 78%, one of the 
highest among all the electric cooperatives in Illinois.   During the same time period, Wayne-White retired Capital Cred-
its for the years 1964 through most of 1997, paying out over $16,566,000 to the membership in the form of patronage 
checks.   

“I can’t say enough good things about Daryl and the direction he has brought the Cooperative during his tenure,” said 
Hopfinger.  “I want to thank him for his tremendous support and guidance throughout the past 16 years.  His leader-
ship has helped to build this Cooperative into a great organization, and I hope to continue in that direction.” 

Technology has changed the way that people use their electricity, pay their bill, report outages, manage their own elec-
tric consumption, and communicate with the Cooperative.  Hopfinger is keenly aware that technology will continue to 
evolve and play a vital role at the Cooperative, and his vision for the future at Wayne-White is to continue to center on 
customer service.  “The needs that our members have for electricity are changing and evolving, said Hopfinger.  “I want 
Wayne-White to always provide the best customer service possible, while continuing to offer affordable and reliable 
electric service to the membership.”  



Dear Members; 

All good things must come to an end.  After 44+ years in the Rural Electric Cooperative business, the last 16+ 
years as your President/CEO, I will be retiring on January 7th, 2022. 

 

I would like to thank the Board of Directors, fellow employees, and you, the member-owners for allowing me 
to serve as your President/CEO.  It has truly been a team effort as there is no “I” in the word team. 

 

Although the electric industry is going through significant changes, your Cooperative is financially strong, sta-
ble, and supported by an outstanding group of dedicated employees.   

 

The Board of Directors has selected our current Engineering Manager/Assistant Manager Chris Hopfinger as 
the new President/CEO.  I am extremely confident in Chris’ ability to lead and expect your cooperative to 
thrive under his leadership.  I am sure many of you already know or have dealt with Chris on some engineer-
ing questions in the past. 

 

Again, I would like to express my gratitude, but it is time for me to ride off into the sunset and enjoy the 
fruits of my labors.  I hope that you and your family have a safe and enjoyable holiday season. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Daryl Donjon 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

(Left) Donjon and his wife, Sandy introduced to employees in 2005.   Donjon congratulates new incoming 
President/CEO, Chris Hopfinger, as he prepares to assume the leadership role in January (right photo). 



Fourteen IEC Memorial College Scholarships Available 
Wayne-White Electric Cooperative is again participating with other Illinois electric cooperatives to award 14 
college scholarships in 2022 to financially assist deserving students in the electric cooperative family. The 
fourteen scholarships, valued at $2,000 each, will be awarded through the Thomas H. Moore Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (IEC) Memorial Scholarship Program.  Deadline to apply is December 31, 2021. 

 

Eight scholarships will be awarded to high school 
seniors who are the sons or daughters of an Illi-
nois electric co-op member/customer. A ninth 
scholarship, the Earl W. Struck Memorial Scholar-
ship, will be awarded to a student who is the son 
or daughter of an Illinois electric cooperative em-
ployee or director. Four additional scholarships 
are reserved for students enrolling full time at a 
two-year Illinois community college who are the 
sons or daughters of Illinois electric cooperative 
members, employees or directors. 

 
The 14th scholarship, the LaVern and Nola McEn-
tire Memorial Lineworker’s Scholarship, will help 
pay for costs to attend line worker school conducted by the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives in 
conjunction with Lincoln Land Community College, Springfield, Illinois. Sons and daughters of co-op mem-
bers, relatives of co-op employees or directors, and individuals who have served or are serving in the armed 
forces or National Guard are all eligible for this scholarship. 
 

“We hope to assist electric cooperative youth while honoring past rural electric leaders with these scholar-
ships,” says Manager/CEO Daryl Donjon. “Wayne-White and the other Illinois electric cooperatives are always 
seeking ways to make a difference in our communities. One of the best ways we can do that is by helping our 

youth and investing in them through great programs like this 
one.” 
 

Reminder:  The deadline to apply is Dec. 31, 2021. The lin-
eworker scholarship deadline is April 30, 2022. For more in-
formation regarding the scholarships, visit our website to 
apply online at www.WayneWhiteCoop.com or call (618) 
842-2196 for more details. Information has also been shared 
with area high school guidance counselors.  If you have a son 
or daughter or a grandson or granddaughter who is a high 
school senior, encourage them to apply before December 
31.  As the saying goes, you cannot win, if you do not apply. 
 

  



Wayne-White Electric Linemen Compete in Safety Rodeo 
 

Linemen from Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative (WWCEC) participated recently in the annual AIEC 
Lineman’s Safety Rodeo sponsored by the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. Seventeen teams from 
13 electric co-ops, one municipal electric utility, and one team of Lincoln Land Community College linework 
students participated in the friendly competition. The rodeo highlights the skills linemen use to work safely 
and efficiently. 
 

Kenny Merritt, Craig Rennier, and 
Colton Johnson (pictured L-R) repre-
sented WWCEC at the rodeo, held at 
the Lincoln Land Community College 
Lineman Training Grounds in Spring-
field. They competed against teams 
from across Illinois in events using 
skills that focus on agility, speed and 
accuracy. While these skills are part 
of the judging criteria, above all, par-
ticipants are judged on safe work 
practices.  
 

 

Line personnel competed in five team and individual events: a 40-foot climb, hurt man rescue, H-structure 
obstacle course, transformer banking and a head-to-head climbing challenge.  
 

 

 

Scores for each event are based on 
completion time, proper execution 
of the task and safety. Deductions 
were made to a team or individual’s 
overall performance score due to 
mistakes such as slipping when 
climbing poles, dropping tools or ex-
ecuting inappropriate procedures or 
methods.  

 

Congratulations to our linemen on 
their team and individual efforts.  



Get the Free Smart Hub App 
We have told you about the "Smart Hub" technology that is available for your phone or tablet 
that makes it easy for you to manage your account, pay 
your bill, see your electricity usage, and more.  You can also 
use “Smart Hub” by logging into it directly from our web-
site.  If you have been hesitant to use it, just know that 
there are now over 4,200 Smart Hub users at Wayne-White 
who safely manage their account, look at their usage and 
pay their bill the easy way with Smart Hub. In addition to 
paying your bill, you are able to set-up automatic recurring 
payment of your monthly electric bill to simplify your 
life.  If you believe that you can benefit from having mobile 
access to your account from your Smart Phone or tablet, 
you can download the FREE mobile app now from the 
iTunes store (if you have an Apple product) or from Google Play (if you have an Android 
phone or device).  If you already have a user name & password on our system, you will login to 
"Smart Hub" with the same login information as you did before.  Otherwise, you will need to 
begin by Registering your account.  You can WATCH a “How To” VIDEO about Smart Hub on 
the front page of our website at www.WayneWhiteCoop.com which will take you step-by-
step through the process so that you can download and use Smart Hub to pay your bill, view 
your electricity by the day , or by the hour, and even set-up recurring payments, if desired. 
 
After you open Smart Hub on our website, it will take you to the Green Login page like you see below: 
If you already had a username & password, you will use the same login username email and password.  
Otherwise, you can create a 
new user account for Smart 
Hub in just a few seconds. 
 
Another great feature of 
“Smart Hub” is the option to 
sign up for paperless billing. 
 
You also have the ability to 
print your current electric 
bill and any past bills from 
the several months.   
 
There is also a comparison 
feature that enables you to 
compare your usage in a 
given month to the same 
usage a year ago with usage 
& temperature graphs.  
Smart Hub is so useful. 
 



Maintenance and Upgrades a Factor to Reduce Outages 
Maintenance and upgrades on the distribution grid are a routine and ongoing process each day at Wayne-
White Electric Cooperative. With over 3,200 miles of energized power lines, there is a lot for our linemen to 
maintain throughout the eleven-county area that we 
serve in southeastern Illinois. 
 

In these photos, you see crews upgrading power lines 
and poles just south of Fairfield along Route 45. 
It is important to constantly monitor and improve the 
electric distribution system to maintain dependable 
electricity and keep unexpected power outages to a 
minimum.  Our efforts have proven to be effective be-
cause Wayne-White has one of the lowest outage 
times per member among all electric Cooperatives in 
Illinois.    
 

 

 

The Cooperative also has an underground crew that spe-
cializes in installing and maintaining underground lines 
at homes, farms and businesses as requested. When es-
tablishing new electric service at the Cooperative, such 
as a new home construction, it is important to meet with 
a staking engineer to discuss your options and costs as-
sociated with installing new service using overhead lines, 
underground lines, or both. 
 
 
 

 

The Cooperative also has a vegetation management 
crew, often referred to as a “right-of-way” crew that 
constantly trim, spray, and control the growth of 
tree limbs or other vegetation that might potentially 
interfere with power lines and cause a power out-
age during high winds or storms.  When you do 
landscaping improvements at your home, it is im-
portant to refrain from planting a tree under or near 
a power line. Over a period of time, that tree could 
become problematic and cause power interruptions 
at your home or be a safety concern around children 
who like to climb trees.  



No Bake Christmas Wreath Treats 
• Green food coloring 
• 3 cups cornflakes 
• Red M&M’s minis (about 2 tablespoons) 
• 20 large marshmallows 
• 2 tablespoons butter 
 
Place marshmallows and butter in a microwave-
safe bowl; microwave, uncovered, on high until 
butter is melted and marshmallows are puffed, 
about 45 seconds. Tint with green food coloring. 
Stir in cornflakes.  
 
On a waxed paper-lined baking sheet, divide mix-
ture into 8 portions. With buttered hands, work-
ing quickly, shape each portion into a 3-in. 
wreath. Decorate immediately with M&M's, 
pressing to adhere. Let stand until set. 

     Eggnog Sweet Potato Bake 
·  3-1/2 pounds sweet potatoes (about 5 large) 
·  2/3 cup eggnog 
·  1/2 cup golden raisins 
·  2 tablespoons sugar 

·  1 teaspoon salt 

·  TOPPING: 
·  1/4 cup all-purpose flour 
·  1/4 cup quick-cooking oats 
·  1/4 cup packed brown sugar 
·  1/4 cup chopped pecans 
·  1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
·  1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg 
·  2 tablespoons butter, melted 
 
Preheat oven to 400°. Scrub sweet potatoes; pierce sev-
eral times with a fork. Place on a foil-lined 15x10x1-in. 
baking pan; bake until tender, 1 hour. Remove from ov-
en. Reduce oven setting to 350°. 
 
When potatoes are cool enough to handle, remove and 
discard peel. Mash potatoes in a large bowl (you should 
have about 6 cups mashed). Stir in eggnog, raisins, sugar 
and salt. Transfer to a greased 11x7-in. baking dish. 
 
For topping, in a small bowl, mix flour, oats, brown sugar, 
pecans and spices; stir in butter. Sprinkle over sweet po-
tatoes. Bake, uncovered, until heated through and top-
ping is lightly browned, 30-35 minutes. 
 


