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Live-Line Demonstration is Informative and Educational for All Ages 
By Randy Olson 
 
Safety around live power lines is something that we talk 
about every day at Wayne-White Counties Electric Coop-
erative.  Safety is always the top priority when the line-
men are outside doing their jobs to maintain electricity 
for our members/customers.  Just one quick mistake or 
lack of attention and concentration can mean the differ-
ence between life and death. 
 
The same is true when weather or other events cause a 
live power line to be down on the ground or on a vehicle, 
causing potential harm and safety issues to people near-
by.  The safety message is something we share with our 
customers/members that we speak to, including school-
age children through our live-line safety demonstration. 
 
Wayne-White has a “cooperative” agreement with three 
other electric cooperatives in southern Illinois that ena-
bles us to share the equipment and trailer needed to set-
up and do a live-line demonstration presentation to 
schools and other organizations.  The other three participating cooperatives include Clinton County, Monroe 
County, and Tri-County.  It’s a great way for students to learn the important facts about electricity and how it 
can harm you if you don’t respect it.   The demonstration also teaches the importance of paying attention to 
your surroundings, and knowing what to do or not to do when faced with a variety of scenarios involving 
electricity, such as limbs in the line, a broken pole, or a line down on the ground or across a vehicle. 

 
 
The live line demonstration was given recently to 
our inside employees, so that our linemen could 
better explain some of the obstacles and odd situ-
ations they see in the field when trying to identify 
and troubleshoot a problem that led to an outage.   
This also makes it easier for our inside office staff 
to better communicate with you what is going on 
during an outage, and how long it might be, based 
upon what we know.   The outage information is 
also pushed out on our Facebook page and web-
site, and you can view the outage map in real time 
on our Smart Hub App through your Smart Phone, 
tablet, or laptop.   This helps our members under-
stand what is going on.  More information about 
the Live-Line demo is available on our website, or 
you can call us at (618) 842-2196. 



Coop Connections Card Saves on Prescriptions and other Purchases 
Members of Wayne-White Electric Cooperative have saved several hundred thousands of dollars on prescription 
drug costs by using the Cooperative Connections Card, which is free to all members.  We first made the cards availa-
ble to our members through direct mail in one of our newsletters back in 2011. For new members who have come 
on our power lines since that time, we have additional cards available in our office. 
 
How much can you save?  
Every situation is different.  It 
all comes down to what pre-
scription you are taking.  The 
Cooperative Connections 
Card can save you money on 
many different common pre-
scriptions, but there are 
some drugs that it will not 
provide a savings for. This 
card has helped many coop-
erative members who do not 
have prescription drug cover-
age or are faced with a very 
high deductible.  Even if you 
have insurance, most phar-
macies will run the cost of 
your prescription both ways to determine which manner will save you the most money out of pocket.  In addition to 
prescription drug discounts, there are local discounts at restaurants and many national discounts which you can see 
on the national Touchstone Energy website at 

www.WayneWhiteCoop.com

 
 

Where Does Your Electricity 
Come From?  Part 5 
The electricity we distribute to your home, farm, and 
business is generated by a variety of sources, placed on 
the grid, and ultimately distributed to you.  In fact, Wayne
-White maintains over 3,300 miles of energized lines in 
the eleven counties we serve.  While it is true that the 
majority of electricity is generated by coal, for obvious 
reasons, there are many other components to the energy 

portfolio. These sources also include generation by hydro (water), natural gas, methane gas, solar panels, 
and wind mills.  You can read the detailed story about electricity generation by landfill methane gas in our 
August newsletter. You can read the details about hydropower in the September issue. Learn about utility 
scale solar panel farms in our October issue.  Read about energy from windmills in the November issue.  
All previous newsletters are conveniently archived on our website at  

In Part 5 of our series about the electricity generation portfolio utilized by Wayne-White Electric, as a 
member/owner of Hoosier Energy, we focus on the two simple-cycle natural gas-fired power plants that 
we have in Indiana.  At full operation, these two gas-fired power plants can supply the electricity needed 
to run about 340,000 homes.  Find out all the facts about this part of our energy portfolio on the next two 
pages of the newsletter. 



Each power plant is equipped with combustion 
turbine engines, a derivative of aircraft engines  
that can start and produce power in approximately 
15 minutes and operate at levels ranging from  
20 to 50 megawatts per engine.

Worthington Generating Station at sunrise.

Lawrence and Worthington
Generating Stations

TWO RELIABLE AND QUICK-
STARTING NATURAL GAS-FIRED 
POWER PLANTS ADD FLEXIBILITY 
TO HOOSIER ENERGY’S ALL-OF-
THE-ABOVE POWER SUPPLY 
PORTFOLIO FOR 18 MEMBER 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES.  

With their ability to be started and dispatched 
quickly, Worthington and Lawrence Generating 
Stations are reliable sources of peaking power  
during periods of high demand. 

The plants also help reduce purchased power 
requirements and create sales opportunities.  
When the plants are not operating, their available 
capacity helps meet reserve requirements. 

Both plants have outstanding safety records. Hoosier 
Energy’s “Safe by Choice” culture earned them 
certification year after year in the Indiana Voluntary 
Protection Program (VPP) as “STAR” sites. Indiana 
VPP sites are leaders in workplace safety and health 
and recognized for their success in proactively 
protecting workers. 
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Lawrence and Worthington Generating Stations
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WORTHINGTON GENERATING STATION

The Worthington Generating Station, a 174-megawatt natural gas-fired 
generating plant in Greene County, Ind. is used to meet consumer 
peaking power needs, make off-system sales and satisfy generating 
reserve requirements.

Hoosier Energy purchased the Worthington Station in early 2003. The 
plant consists of four natural gas combustion turbine units and is 
connected to the power grid through Hoosier Energy’s 138-kilovolt 
transmission systems.

Originally designed to operate from April through October, Worthington 
Station was modified in late 2003 to meet peaking power needs 
year-round. In 2004, a black start diesel engine was added to enhance 
the ability to return Hoosier Energy’s generating plants to service in 
the event of a system-wide or regional generation outage.

LAWRENCE AND WORTHINGTON  
GENERATING STATION FACTS

• At full operation, the 258-megawatt Lawrence plant can supply 
the power requirements of 200,000 homes

• At full operation, the 174-megawatt Worthington plant can supply 
the power requirements of 140,000 homes.

• Each plant is capable of reaching full capacity within 15 minutes  
of dispatch.

• The General Electric turbine engines are similar to those used on 
large commercial aircraft.

• The power output on each engine is approximately 43,000 kilowatts.

LAWRENCE GENERATING STATION

Located in Lawrence County, Indiana, the Lawrence Generating 
Station is a six-unit, 258-megawatt plant. Hoosier Energy operates 
and maintains the facility and owns two-thirds of the facility. 
Wabash Valley Power Association, power supplier to northern 
Indiana electric cooperatives, owns the remaining third. 

The Lawrence plant sits on a 50-acre site with access to Hoosier 
Energy’s 161-kilovolt transmission lines, and natural gas and water 
supplies. The $90 million plant began commercial operations in  
May 2005.

Lawrence Generating Station Worthington Generating Station

How Simple Cycle Gas Turbines Work
Gas turbines draw outside air into filtration and cooling 
structures and then send it through multi-stage, 
rotating axial-flow compressors. 

The pressurized air is mixed with natural gas and 
ignited in a combustion chamber producing heat. The 
high temperature exhaust gases from the combustion 
process are channeled through a two-stage, high-
pressure turbine and then a five-stage, low-pressure 
turbine to extract thermal and kinetic energy. 

Each turbine develops approximately 50,000 
horsepower and the torque necessary for rotating  
the generator that produces electricity. Once the 
exhaust gases have exited the low-pressure turbine 
section, they are exhausted through a stack. 

The entire combustion and generation processes are 
efficient and extremely clean with low emissions.



Ideas To Better Manage Your Heating Costs This Winter  
If you are planning to purchase a doublewide home or single-wide 
manufactured home this year, make certain that you do NOT pur-
chase a home with a standard electric resistance furnace.  The cost 
to heat your home will be too expensive and you would be better 
served to insist upon an optional air-source heat pump or dual-fuel 
heat pump (gas back-up) from your dealer.  The heat pump and gas 
furnace option will cost a little more up front, ($1,500 to $2,500) 
when you order the home from your dealer, but it will save you mon-
ey each month on BOTH your heating & cooling as opposed to hav-
ing a standard electric furnace and a separate central A/C unit. 
 
Wayne-White has incentive rebates available for the purchase of 
high efficiency dual-fuel heat pumps that are 16 SEER  for existing 
stick-built homes and 14 SEER or above for new or current manu-
factured homes.  There are no incentives on standard electric fur-
naces because they are not efficient and cost too much to operate. 

Duel-fuel is defined as 
having a gas/propane 
back-up.  
 
If you currently live in a 
mobile or manufactured 
home (doublewide) and 
you have a standard 
electric furnace (as 
shown in the photo) 
tucked in a closet, or if you have electric baseboard heat, you 
need to seriously consider replacing it with a dual-fuel heat 
pump.  We will pay you $1,750 to $2,500 to replace your unit 
if you meet the SEER (efficiency) requirement. The rebate is 
the highest when you install a heat pump unit with a gas/
propane furnace back-up.  Even an all-electric heat pump 
(without gas back-up) can qualify for a rebate of $750 if you 

meet the SEER requirements mentioned above and are a member/customer of Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Coop.  Ordering a standard heat pump with a new manufactured home will add about $1,200 to 
the price of your home, but with our $750 rebate, the unit will pay for itself in a short period of time due 
to the amount of electricity cost you will save by not having an electric furnace.  It’s a no-brainer. 
 
If you are purchasing a new doublewide, order it with a dual-fuel heat pump and we will pay you $1,750 
of the cost for this option.  Order it with just a standard heat pump option (no gas back-up) and get $750 
from us. Do NOT order or purchase your home with a standard electric furnace. A heat pump will help 
you manage your electric bill better and make your home more energy efficient.  Proper insulation and 
weatherization are also 
important.  If you have air 
leaks, seal them with 
caulking or spray foam.  
Your dual heat pump will 
be a much better choice 
than a standard electric 
furnace or electric base-
board heat.          
 
Visit our website for more 
details about the rebates. 



  Board Member Elections at Next Annual Meeting 
The next Annual Meeting for members of the Wayne-White Coun-
ties Electric Cooperative will be on Friday, March 20, 2020 at the 
new Wayne City Unit 100 High School complex.  Three board of 
director’s seats will be up for election.  They are the seats current-
ly held by Dale Harris (District #2), Andy Glover (District #3), and 
Rick Marshall (District #6).  Any member of the electric coopera-
tive is eligible to pick-up a petition to run for a seat, if they live in 
one of the three districts mentioned above.  Petitions can be 
picked up at the cooperative beginning on December 23, 2019 

and must be returned with signatures to the cooperative office by 
February 4, 2020. 

 
College Scholarship Application Deadline is Dec. 31 
It is Scholarship time again at Wayne-White Electric Coopera-
tive.  The deadline is December 31, 2019 to apply and be eligible 
for one of (12) scholarships to be awarded statewide by the Illi-
nois Electric Cooperatives valued at $2,000 each.  There is no 
cost to enter.  As a cooperative member, if your son or daughter 
is a senior and plans to enroll full-time (at least 12 credit hours) in 
a two-year or four-year college, they are eligible to enter.  Chil-
dren of cooperative employees and directors are also eligible to 
apply.  The scholarship can be used at the college of your choice. 

While the scholarships are competitive statewide, Wayne-White 
Electric Cooperative has been fortunate to have five recent schol-
arship winners in the past seven years.  The application includes 
academic information and test scores, community activities, vol-
unteer experience, and a short 500 word essay describing their 
knowledge of electric cooperatives, how they function and the 
impact of electricity on their lives. 

The annual winners are not necessarily the students with the highest ACT score or perfect 
GPA.  A lot of weight is placed on the written essay, 
extra-curricular activities and volunteer service to the 
community.  Every cooperative member’s student is 
encouraged to apply regardless of their GPA or ACT 
test score.  To apply, click on the scholarship icon 
link on our website (as shown at left) and fill out 
the information electronically online.  Deadline is De-
cember 31, 2019.  You can’t win, if you don’t apply.  
Each of the state winners will be announced in the 
Spring. 

  

 



         Warm Christmas Punch 
1 bottle (32 ounces) cranberry juice 
5 cans (6 ounces each) unsweetened pineapple juice 
1/3 cup Red Hots 
1 cinnamon stick (3-1/2 inches) 
Additional cinnamon sticks or sugared cranberries, are 

always optional  
 
In a 3-qt. slow cooker, combine juices, Red Hots and 

cinnamon stick. Cover and cook on low for 2-4 
hours or until heated through and candies are dis-
solved. 

Discard cinnamon stick before serving. Serve with ad-
ditional cinnamon sticks or sugared cranberries if 
desired.  

 

         Christmas Eggnog Pie 
• 2 cups commercially prepared eggnog 
• 1 cup milk 
• 1 package (4.6 ounces) cook-and-serve vanilla 
pudding mix 
• 1 tablespoon rum or 1/2 teaspoon rum extract 
• 1/8 teaspoon ground nutmeg 
• 1 pastry shell (9 inches), baked 
• Whipped topping & additional ground nutmeg, 
is always optional. 
 
In a large saucepan, cook the eggnog, milk and 
pudding mix over medium heat until thickened and 
bubbly. Remove from the heat and cool slightly. 
Stir in rum and nutmeg. Pour pudding mixture into 
crust. Chill until set. Garnish with whipped topping 
and sprinkle with nutmeg if desired. 
 

 
 
 

 


